
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The agenda was agreed to I. Call to Order; II. Roll Call; III. Student Speakout; IV. One Minutes; V. 
Presentations; VI. Adoption of Minutes; VII. Additions to the Agenda; VIII. Officers’  Reports; A. 
President: Morgan Allen, B. Vice President: Paul Crites, C. Treasurer: Molly McKenney; IX. Executive 
Cabinet Reports, A. External Chief of Staff: Josh Garguilo, B. Internal Chief of Staff: Stefanie Skaggs, C. 
SDS Director: Stephanie Pleli, D. Staff Not on the Agenda; X. Advisor’s Report: Dr. Kent Smith; XI. 
Senator’s Reports, A. Academic Affairs: Patrick Heery, B. Black Affairs Michael Adeyanju:, C. City and 
County Affairs Amanda Estok:, D. International Affairs: Adam Fardy, E. LGBT Affairs: Will Wemer, F. 
Minority Affairs: Tristan Walker, G. Off-Campus Life: Tim Vonville, H. Residence Life: Chris Diehl, I. 
State and Federal Affairs: Bob Redd, J. Student Activities: Tyler Gattermeyer, K. University Life: Amanda 
Roder, L. Women’s Affairs: Lee Robbins; XII. Committee Reports; XIII. Old Business; XIV. New 
Business; XV. Roundtable and Announcements; XVI. Roll Call. XVII. Adjournment 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. 
 

ROLL CALL 
2005-2006 Ohio University Student Senate 

EXECUTIVES  PRESENT ABSENT PROXY 
President Morgan Allen X   
Vice President Paul Crites X   
Treasurer Molly McKenney X   
EXECUTIVE STAFF     
External Chief of Staff Josh Garguilo X 

 
  

Internal Chief of Staff Stefanie Skaggs X   
Parliamentarian     
COMMISSIONERS     
Academic Affairs Patrick Heery X   
Black Affairs Michael Adeyanju X   
City & County Amanda Estok X   
International Affairs Adam Fardy X   
LGTB Will Wemer X   
Minority Affairs Tristan Walker X   
OCL Tim Vonville X   
Residence Life Chris Diehl X   
State & Federal Bob Redd x   
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Student Activities Tyler Gattermeyer X   
University Life Amanda Roder X   
Women©s Affairs Lee Robbins X   
SENATORS     
At-Large Mark Skirtich X   
At-Large Matt Bell X   
At-Large Meg Sanderson X   
At-Large Meghan Hanrahan X   
Arts & Science Steve Parish X   
Business Bobby Martin X   
Communication Gretchen Cataline X   
Education Cherish Odom  late  
Engineering Robert Sampson X   
Fine Arts Chelsea Conley   X 
Health & Human Alison Ungar  X  
HTC Jayme Feldman X   
Osteopathic Utkarsh Achorya  X   
University Sayward Schuette   X 
Greek Life Kat Allen X   
East Green Aaron Golby   X 
East Green Jarrod Pollard X   
South Green Gabrielle Smith X   

South Green Zach Noble 
X   

West Green Ashton Finical   X 
West Green Sarah Kostiha X   
OCL Diane Skala  X  
OCL Jimmy Dyer X   
OCL Lindsay Zelek-Thompson X   
OCL Matt Sanchez X   
OCL Sara Radcliff X   
 

STUDENT SPEAKOUT 
Will Clatt: Senate for Democratic Society shared governance fundamental issues have 
not been resolved. We are upset with the recent scandals including the faculty’s “No 
Confidence”  vote in President McDavis and the failure to shape the University to better 
the lives of the administration. We feel that the idea of shared governance is implied but 
really a fabrication. Openness is important as the process must be transparent to be 
legitimate. Multi-directional communication is needed for all participants in shared 
government. The shared government must be held accountable for primary oversights in 
all executive roles. We challenge Student Senate to assert itself and make itself relevant. 
We ask for a formal response from the University when resolutions are passed. 
Maggie O’Toole: Hello, I am a senior Political Science major from Students for 
Effective and Accountable Leadership. We want to be fairly represented. Thank you to 
Commissioner Heery for going to meetings as we both want a positive relationship 



between Student Senate and SEAL. SEAL wants to encourage participation. SEAL wants 
to encourage more students to speak out and to talk to the administration, saying “Here’s 
what we think, and we want to know how policies affect us.”  SEAL wants to strengthen 
the relationship between students and President McDavis. We know that McDavis is 
trying his best but lacks information from students; it is obvious he doesn’ t have enough 
information and wants to encourage information and to create better leadership. Are there 
any questions? 
Senator  Pollard: How many members do you have? 
Maggie O’Toole: Our leadership board has seven members but we have met with a 
hundred people. There are over one hundred on our mailing list. Sorry, I can’ t give an 
accurate count.  
Treasurer  McKenney: What is your plan for shared governance? 
Maggie O’Toole: The more students you talk to the better. SEAL would love to have 
more town hall meetings and open up channels of discussion. This would allow 
administrators and students to work together. 
Senator  Feldman: Do you plan on campaigning or promoting these ideas? Do you want 
to work with Student Senate? Obviously, you are independent but would you consider 
voicing opinions with Student Senate or both? 
Maggie O’Toole: We would like to work both independently and shared. I want to make 
sure it is clear we are not against Student Senate. However, there is much apathy on 
campus towards Student Senate. Students don’ t care and are not informed. Awareness 
needs to be raised. Any other questions? 
President Allen: Are there any other students who wish to speak out? 
William Tar ter :  I invite Student Senate to come to Graduate Student Senate meetings. 
This upcoming Monday there will be collaboration with many partners through this body 
to get more stuff accomplished. Thank you.  
President Allen: Are there any other students who wish to speak out? (none) Okay then 
we will move on to one minutes. 
 

ONE MINUTES 
Commissioner  Redd: I would like to pass around the typed “Learn ‘N Earn”  proposal.   
President Allen: I would like to pass around a flier for you all to visit your hometown 
High Schools as ambassadors to Ohio University. This is a great opportunity for 
everyone. 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
A. My Sister ’s Place: Allison Hrovat  

I am an Out Reach counselor which tells about what we do. Our agency is for 
victims of domestic violence. We provide a shelter for women and children, 
and along with counseling, we provide court advocates, work with child 
custody and provide case management. I have worked at the agency for one 
year. My Sister’s Place serves all populations, anyone who has been 
victimized by domestic violence. We are working with women to plan for 
safety, and to give options to get towards freedom. We couldn’ t survive 
without the support of the community. On going needs include hygiene 



products, and clothing. We are here to help women escape safely. Thank you 
for your time. Are there any questions?  
Senator  Feldman: Are there any drop off locations to give needed items? 
Allison Hrovat: Yes- the basement of the church on College Street. We make 
pick ups on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. There is a clearly marked My 
Sister’s Place area. If you leave your address we can send you a thank you 
card and receipt for tax purposes. 
Senator  Par ish: Where is your office located? 
Allison Hrovat: The local location is kept confidentional to protect clients 
and employees. Again, thank you for your time. 

  

ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES 
President Allen: Motion to adopt the minutes. Motion passes.   
 

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 
President Allen: Are there any additions to the agenda? 
Commissioner  Diehl: Motion to add 0607-15 Resolution 

 
OFFICERS’  REPORTS 
Morgan Allen, President 
 
Paul Cr ites, Vice President 
Hello Everyone! I hope everyone is having a great week nine! The quarter is really 
starting to wind down! This past week was an academically loaded week. That being the 
case my senate calendar was somewhat uneventful aside from office hours. 
 
Last Thursday was the intern inauguration. I want to say a special thanks to Elaine for 
planning the event and to Josh for being an exceptional host. We all had a great time! 
 
On Monday, President Allen, Treasurer McKenney, and I had lunch with Dr. Smith. We 
continued to talk about ongoing senate initiatives. One new item on the plate is student 
voting. We are planning to take a more serious look into making the elections electronic. 
There is no formal plan as of yet. 
 
On Tuesday President Allen, Treasurer McKenney, and I had dinner with GSS execs. We 
were able to discuss levels of communication among our senates as well as integrating 
our senates on various levels. I would just also like to add, Rio Grande is awesome! And 
a special thanks to the GSS execs for picking up the tab! 
 
Upcoming stuff: 
- Meeting about student elections (Thursday 3pm) 
- General fee meeting (Monday 1pm) 
- Organizational liaisons 
- Recommendations (Senator of the quarter) 
- Packing up 



- Tours 
- Commission one-on-ones 
End of report. 
 
Molly McKenney, Treasurer  
Hello everyone! I want to congratulate everyone who worked on the intern inauguration, 
the even went very well and I am very excited for all of the new interns to be a part of 
senate. This last week I have been conducting audits for quarterly funded organizations 
during my office hours and will continue to do so until the end of the quarter. On 
Monday, I along with Commissioner Gattermeyer attended the BSCPB General Body 
meeting to discuss the general fee and programming dollars. I have also been in contact 
with some MAC schools and finishing up some research on how OU compares to other 
schools. Tuesday night I was graced with the presence of the GSS executives along with 
Morgan and Paul with what was a very productive meeting that took place at Rio Grande, 
which is now my new favorite place to eat. Its seriously like a hidden treasure. I am very 
excited for a meeting on November 6th with VP Smith and VP Decator, along with the 
other execs and Commissioner Heery to look at the general fee breakdown. I would also 
like to thank everyone who has been writing letters and signing petitions for all of your 
work. 
 
The current SAC balance is $99,025.67 and the current Senate balance is $30,605.35 and 
that is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. End of report. 
 

EXECUTIVE CABINET REPORTS 
Josh Garguilo, External Chief of Staff 
We have created a communication contact list of those who are involved with our 
communication department, PR, etc. Please feel free to contact these people! 
 
The deadline for OU Superstar is Monday, November 13th! Let anyone who is interested 
know.  
 
We will be holding an OU book exchange in the dining halls. 
 
Thank you to all of the interns who have been working hard on Senate Awareness Week! 
We are promoting this at College Gate, at Ping, and by doing presentations in UC 115 
and Coms 103 classes.  
 
Thank you to all who attended the Intern Reception. It was a great time! End of report.  
 
Stefanie Skaggs, Internal Chief of Staff 
 
Students Defending Students, read by Vice President Cr ites 
Good evening. Our representatives are currently working hard on a variety of student 
cases. I am excited to report that our trainees are finishing their training and beginning to 
take students cases. SDS will be lucky to have these incredible individuals working for 
the students. I will announce the names of our new representatives at the last meeting so 



you will know who to congratulate when you stop by the SDS office. We are finished 
recruiting for this quarter and will be interviewing applicants over the next two weeks. 
 
We are currently working on a sanctioning proposals for the new marijuana policy. Our 
recommendations will be explained at next week’s meetings. If you have any questions 
about our stance on the new policy or simply just miss the sound of my voice, please feel 
free to contact me. 
 
Finally, this week Allen and I will be meeting with Dean Hogan to discuss issues 
surrounding the new alcohol policy. End of report. 
 
Staff Not on the Agenda 
There was no staff not on the agenda. 
 

ADVISOR’S REPORT 
Dr. Kent Smith: Good evening. I encourage you to write more letters. Keep the letters 
coming they do make an impact. This week I met with cabinet members and we heard 
Heery’s cry. Don’ t worry Heery we hear you. We agree that after you pass resolutions I 
will meet with the cabinet on your behalf and we will give written responses in writing to 
the passed resolutions. End of report. 

 
SENATOR’S REPORTS 
Patr ick Heery. Academic Affairs  
My interns and several of my senators, along with myself, attended the impressive Intern 
Inauguration last week.  I want to thank Intern Director Elaine Kaylor for all her hard 
work. 
 
Senator Parish researched Issue 3. He also met with a Biology student to discuss advising 
problems she has had.  He met with Cherish Odom and my wonderfully apt intern, Tara, 
to discuss how to make peer mentoring happen. He plans to meet with organization 
leaders dealing with Arts and Sciences to talk about this program, and spark interest to 
gain the support of our University©s leaders. He hopes to find people willing to be peer 
mentors.  
 
Senator Marvin made more progress concerning the peer mentoring program in his 
college.  He has arranged a few meetings to discuss the issue.  He has a meeting with Lori 
McQuade in his college to discuss both this and the question of fees within the college.  
He spoke with President Allen about increasing student government within the college of 
Business, such as including students in the decision of which faculty to hire.   
 
Senator Cataline attended an Enrollment Management Committee meeting.  They 
discussed RA compensation, scholarships for study abroad, etc.  She had a meeting with 
David Descutner, with whom she discussed the Difficult Dialogues initiative.  They 
spoke a lot about intellectual diversity.  She continued research into unit and/or class fees 



within her college.  Besides technology fees, there seem to be no additional fees.  Senator 
Cataline is working with Intern Brianna concerning the scheduling issues in Journalism. 
 
Senator Odom has been busy preparing the evaluation of the peer mentors and mentees 
within her college.  She has touched base with each mentor and everything seems to be 
going well.  She looked into an email she and I received from Senator Emeritus Bryan 
O’Shea about some problems with student teaching.  According to Senator Odom’s 
research, the complaints appear unfounded.  However, she will address the Dean and the 
Director of Student Teaching and see what they have to say.  Lastly, it seems that the 
Student Ambassadors program is having trouble getting applicants.  The applications 
have been out for a few weeks, the deadline is Friday, and there are no applicants to date. 
They are extending the deadline to the end of the quarter; therefore, the interview and 
selection process will have to be pushed back unless a large amount of the applications 
all come in by Friday.   
 
Senator Sampson attended a two-hour discussion in the Engineering College about 
academic honesty.  A draft has already been written, and it is currently being revised.  
Again, we hope that a centralized process will still take place.  On Thursday, he attended 
a student council meeting within his college.  And today he attended a second meeting 
concerning academic honesty. 
 
Senator Conley wrote letters and created a petition for budget transparency and 
accountability.  The remainder of her time has been devoted to extensive research for our 
Gen Ed committee.   
 
Senator Ungar is looking into improvement of the curriculum and team-building within 
her college.   
 
Senator Feldman met with Dean Fidler, who was very responsive regarding the issue of 
inequitable thesis hours between disciplines.  Dean Fidler plans to have a meeting with 
all of the Directors of Studies, and has promised to keep Senator Feldman apprised of any 
updates.  Senator Feldman also attended presentations on excessive drinking and 
plagiarism at OU, conducted by COMS classes.  Today she attended an Academic 
Honesty Engineering workshop.  
 
Senator Schuette accepted a presidential invitation to a Women in Science speech.  She 
also accepted a position on the University Curriculum Council.  She has been in contact 
with our intern Tara concerning the Early Start program. 
 
Intern David Tusio spent two hours in the office conducting some general research, 
looking for some possible projects that interest him.  Intern Brianna Savoca attended a 
meeting in Scripps with Deborah Potter who is reviewing the Journalism curriculum.  She 
voiced her concerns about the scheduling issue.  They also discussed internships and 
curricula of other institutions.  Intern Tara Kellison had three meetings with participants 
of the Early Start program, discussing how it might be improved.  She has been trying to 



get a hold of Pam Brown concerning the program.  Last week, she was also a proxy for 
Senator Schuette. 
 
Last week, I mentioned that I had a meeting with John Burns, Director of Legal Affairs, 
to discuss a few contractual and communication issues.  We discussed both the student 
handbook and the undergraduate catalog, with particular focus on the latter.  If you do not 
already know, the handbook was resurrected this summer.  There is now a link on the 
student webpage.  It’ s actually quite informative.  But there are no paper copies and I am 
not sure how many students actually know about the handbook.  I have been in contact 
with Associate Provost Tuck and Dean of Students Terry Hogan on this issue.  President 
Allen has proposed that we do a survey in the Winter Quarter to assess such questions 
concerning the handbook.  We need student feedback.  The undergraduate catalog is also 
moving to a solely digital format.  There will be no more paper copies.  Given that this is 
a contract between the student and the University upon entry, we need to access whether 
this move away from paper copies has any bearing on that relationship.  There seems to 
be no legal issue.  The question then becomes one of principle.  In addition, we have to 
ask how communication of changes occur.  Some changes can be made in a retroactive 
(meaning they apply to students currently enrolled but who entered an earlier year) 
fashion; others cannot.  It depends on the reasonableness of the change.  If retroactive 
changes are made, how are those changes communicated?  We will working with Faculty 
Senate on this issue.  Right now, the University depends largely on the academic advisor 
to communicate changes.  Given the plethora of problems with academic advising, I do 
not consider this acceptable (at least it won’ t be until be make some serious changes and 
improve advising).  Finally, I received an email from a student who was concerned about 
the elimination of paper copies of course schedule books.  This decision was made last 
year.  Student Senate was consulted.  I conferred with my senators and we determined 
that the main concern was for those students who do not live on-campus and do not as 
readily have access to the internet.  We will be renewing this dialogue given the concern 
of this student.  I wish I could tell him that the money being saved will be going to an 
initiative that will directly benefit him, such as student scholarships or increased faculty 
or programming.  But I cannot say that.  I do not know where the money is going.  This 
only highlights the need for budget transparency.  I imagine that students would be happy 
to make this small sacrifice if it was going to improve something they care about more.  
But currently, that is not how this works.  Sacrifices are simply requested without any in-
depth explanation of why.  
 
Last Friday, I was invited to accompany President Allen to the Budget Planning Council.  
Though the discussion of the general fee was confined to the final twenty minutes of the 
meeting (other valid topics such as student scholarships were discussed), the discussion 
itself was productive and encouraging.  We now have a copy of the (supposed – as this is 
all theoretical – given there has yet to be a formal mechanism) general fee allocation for 
the fiscal 07 year.  “Arts for Ohio”  and our resolution supporting that initiative was 
brought up by a faculty member.  I informed the group that such proposals will now have 
a perfect opportunity for submitting requests: namely, the student-led General Fee 
Governance Council.  We are meeting next Monday to discuss its creation and specific 
procedures.  So progress continues! 



 
Planning for the diversity and retention forum continues.  We now have a name courtesy 
of Commissioner Adeyanju: “Students Talking to Students: a forum on diversity and 
retention.”   I drafted an invitation to be sent to student organizations.  We are all 
beginning to invite students.  I am considering for winter or spring quarter a separate 
forum on intellectual diversity.  This is a very serious and important issue, particularly in 
the context of academia, which thrives on dialogue over contrasting ideas, on contrast of 
thesis and antithesis.  There has also been a lot of ideological tension on this campus, and 
we need to ensure that this campus is welcoming to all students and encouraging of civil 
and academic dialogue.  Finally, I am considering a forum on shared governance, to 
which we will invite student leaders and other concerned students.  There we might 
present the OU structure, and then present possible alternatives (whether they be 
theoretical or actually instituted at other universities).  Students will then be informed and 
will have the ability to choose what sort of system they want to be in place at OU. 
 
I met with several senators and Commissioner Redd to help draft the resolution up 
tonight.  You can probably guess which parts of my wording ;).  This is a serious issue 
that requires careful reflection on all of our parts.  We must not enter this lightly, and yet 
we must not shirk responsibility either. 
 
Finally, I want to remind you all to keep sending budget transparency and accountability 
letters.  Also, print off a petition and get some signatures.  We must continue to press the 
administration on this issue. End of report. 
 
Michael Adeyanju, Black Affairs  
I want to start out by saying that the Multi-Cultural Visitation Program went off without a 
hitch and was a success. I want to thank Commissioner Walker for helping me set up and 
for doing the resource round up and Commissioner Wemer and Fardy for their help with 
the Rap Session. 
 
As I said last week I am still looking for locations of the Barber Shop/Beauty Salon. If 
any student has any ideas do not hesitate to tell me. I have received some ideas from 
some students which I will be passing on to Dr. Geiger in the coming days. 
 
I am still waiting for the release of the 2005-2006 retention rate data from the Office of 
Institutional Equity. Once I have this I plan to compare it to the retention rates of other 
MAC schools and the types of programs they have going on for diversity and retention, 
so I can see if we can implement any of their programs to raise our retention rates. 
Brandon is currently researching MAC schools and is awaiting some replies from certain 
schools. 
 
I am starting to look at when certain student organizations meet so that I can formally 
invite them to participate in the diversity and retention forum to happen in January. I 
hope to have every invitation and an initial response back as to whether they will be 
participating or not before finals week begins. I hope everyone has a good week and end 
of report. 



 
Amanda Estok, City and County  
On Wednesday of last week I met with Councilwoman Carol Patterson to discuss the 
proposal of a Business Fair from the city’s standpoint. Fortunately, she also agreed that it 
was a good and possible idea which gave me a great deal of encouragement to begin the 
project. We discussed site location, dates, and also the possibility of pairing it with the 
weekly art festival they have uptown. I am open to any other suggestions. 
 
I will be meeting with Councilwoman Bishop on Friday of this week to get another 
opinion. 
 
My meeting with Councilwoman Amy Flowers was canceled and I am hoping to 
reschedule for later this week. I plan to discuss her outlook on how Student Senate can 
get involved in her bike safety campaign. End of report. 
 
Adam Fardy, International Affairs  
I hope everyone’s Halloween weekend was a great one.  This week, I have been 
reviewing and preparing comments for numerous proposals for my first University 
International Council meeting on Friday.  These proposals include a few new study 
abroad programs both in Honduras and Poland.  The board will also be reviewing various 
international agreements between China, Malaysia, and Ohio University.  These various 
international agreements will provide an increase in the international undergraduate 
enrollment for the university.  I look forward to hearing these proposals and getting 
started with the council. 
   
The Pumpkin Carving event that was presented by ACE last Wednesday was a great 
success.  A lot of individuals turned out and it was a great event to have before the 
Halloween festivities.  Just a reminder, that ASU will be having the “ASU Men’s 
Cookoff”  on Saturday, November 4th at 7:30 p.m.  The event will be held in the Ping 
center.  Also, PERMIAS will be hosting “Movie Night”  on November 3rd  from 4-9 p.m. 
and November 4th from 3-7 p.m.  The event will be held in Scripps 111.  
   
Lastly, the Athens Friends of International Students (AFIS), hosts a weekly coffee hour 
in the Voigt Hall lobby from 11:30 to 12:30.  The coffee hour enables international 
students and community members to form positive friendships with one another, so 
please feel free to attend. End of report. 
 
Will Wemer, LGTB  
I begin this week’s report with an update on Sen. Res. 0607-10. this week, I received 
news from President Allen that President McDavis has made a verbal commitment to her 
that he will be examining and changing the current incorporation date of the LGBT 
Programs Center in the Office of Equity and Diversity. This is very encouraging news for 
the commission and I am looking forward to a public announcement of an official date of 
incorporation for the Programs Center. Until official announcements of such changes, the 
letter-writing campaign will continue. Next week, letter-writing packets will be given to 
ALLY and Open Doors, and members of the group will write to various administrators. 



 
I have asked Senators Cataline, Dyer and Schuette to serve on the Pride Week Executive 
Committee, along with other members of the LGBT community. In creating a committee, 
I hope to spur greater involvement from members of Senate and members of the LGBT 
community. If you are interested in joining this committee, please contact me. 
 
My intern Tasha has been working on a handout with private scholarships LGBT students 
can apply for. Once completed, the handout will be made available to the LGBT 
Programs Center and all LGBT organizations to pass-out at their meetings. After this 
handout, she will probably begin designing materials for Pride Week. 
 
Along with my normal commission work, I attended the Starting Out group at UCM and 
attended the weekly ALLY meeting. Next week, I should have information about Senate 
SafeZone workshop for winter quarter. End of report. 
 
Tr istan Walker , Minor ity Affairs  
Good Evening all! This past Thursday, Commissioner Adeyanju and I attended the Ohio 
Recruiting Society’s Multicultural Visitation Program. It was great to be able to talk to 
students who were thinking about attending Ohio University about ways to get involved 
on campus and specifically, Student Senate. In particular, I’d like to thank Commissioner 
Wemer for showing up and partaking in the program. Other than that, I’ ve spent most of 
my week continuing to look into and invite groups to participate in the Diversity and 
Retention Forum. I know this is something that we’ve been talking a lot about lately and 
hopefully, this event will prove not only beneficial to students but Student Senate as well. 
On a final note, I’m hoping to meet with Commissioner Diehl and Senator Sayward soon 
to discuss our findings on how residence life deals with accommodations for students 
with disabilities and possible ways we can improve this. I hope everyone’s week is going 
well! End of report. 
 
Tim Vonville, Off-Campus L ife   
First off, I would like to thank everybody who helped out with Halloween preparation 
and planning this year. I can honestly say that I think our efforts in collaboration with the 
City and the Athens Clean and Safe commission paid off. If anything more, this year 
opened up many doors for the future and gave a clear insight into the actual development 
of our favorite holiday. After speaking with Bill Hayes and Walt Babics this weekend, it 
was made clear that there is still much to be done with the event but they felt as if the 
partnership established strong lines of communication necessary for potential plans. I 
look forward to meeting with the City Council and other Athens representatives to 
discuss the other success of Halloween, as well as areas that need further work. I feel 
positive that our continuing efforts of promoting rights, student involvement and 
cooperation will ensure a positive and economically viable Halloween for years to come. 
 
Next Monday at 6 pm the OCL will be conducting the final portion of its recycling 
initiative. I invite all senate members to tag along and help us collect the signatures of 
those off campus constituents who still wish to receive a recycling bin.  
 



Finally, though the quarter is nearing the end, our commission is examining issues on 
which it would like to take action. First, senators will try to collect information on 
handicap accessibility to parking spots within both the city and on-campus community. 
Specifically we are trying to determine whether or not the two hour period allotted to 
those slots provide ample time for those using the space. The OCL has also been 
traveling about campus, pointing out hazardous driving locations which are attributed to 
poor visibility. Instead of inserting bothersome and noisy rumble strips in these areas as 
previously considered, our commission will decide other methods to promote safety and 
report on these findings to the City Council asking for more action. End of report. 
 
Chr is Diehl, Residence L ife  
Good evening everyone. Residence Life is beginning to wind down for the quarter. 
Senator Nobel attended Cady, Foster, and Brough Hall Council meetings again this week 
and also researched the smoking policy and Issue III. Senator Smith created the flier for 
the transfer student program which will be included in the CONNECT OHIO booklet. 
Senator Golby got a response back from Christine Sheets about laundry and was looking 
into the Smoke Free Ohio Issues. Senator Pollard graced us with his presence last night 
for the first time all quarter. He’s been a busy boy, as he’s prepared biographies to be 
hung in the East Green Residence Halls. He’s also looking into the toilet seat cover issue 
raised by the student trustees at the last meeting. Senator Finical cleared up the 
misunderstanding with the Boyd RA’s regarding the Halloween information sessions. 
They look forward to working with us in the future. Senator Kostiha has been researching 
potential speakers for the Kennedy Lecture Series. She’s also going to look into the toilet 
paper issues that are arising in Bromley Hall with the opening of the new residence hall. 
 
The interns are also keeping busy this week. Catie is helping Senator Pollard with the 
toilet seat project. Jen is researching smoking policies at 3 MAC and 3 peer institutions. 
Joni is helping Sarah research the higher cost of living in Bromley. 
 
The Substance Free Task Force has completed a draft of the Substance Free Contract. I 
have copies with me if any of you are interested and once it is finalized, I plan on 
proposing a resolution supporting it. 
 
Commissioner Walker, Senator Schuette, and I will be getting together again hopefully 
within the next week to go over our findings on disability room selection. Also, 
Commissioner Robbins and I hope to be putting a lighting walk together before the end 
of the quarter. 
 
Finally, Commissioner Redd has a resolution up this evening about Issue III which I hope 
you’ve all read, researched and prepared to discuss. End of report. 
 
Bob Redd, State and Federal Affairs  
Good Evening, I hope everyone had a fantastic Halloween weekend.  Today, I was very 
excited to have the opportunity to vote.  There are a lot of important issues and 
candidates on this year©s General Election ballot.  



Please vote, vote, vote! Election Day is this Tuesday, November 7.  Also, remember to 
send in your absentee ballots if you have not already done so. I look forward to our 
discussion on Issue 3 tonight.  Thank you to everyone who helped me write the 
resolution. End of report. 
 
Tyler  Gattermeyer , Student Activities  
 
Amanda Roder , University L ife  
This week I’ve been working on my follow-up resolution letters for the resolution on 
Year of the Woman. Also, the meeting for the committee has been changed to November 
17th. I’ ll let everyone know about the details when the time comes. 
 
UC 115 classes are mandatory, which is another form of alcohol education for students. 
The cost of this is about $30,000 per year for research. 
 
The message board has a nationwide email. Morgan has asked me to be on a sexual 
awareness committee. I feel that there are a lot of issues we can discuss and I am excited 
to be a part of this. I also hope that Senators Allen and intern Jaime can get involved. 
Hopefully this will bring Hudson back to us so we can work together in the future. 
 
Senator Allen is working on the philanthropy calendar on the website. As for my senators 
they’ve been working on their projects. We will be having a meeting after this. End of 
report. 
 
Lee Robbins, Women’s Affairs  
This week was busy as discussion occurred in regard to the Sexual Health Seminars in 
Hudson. I have been working with Brittany Buxton and Kristen Delo of GSS on this and 
after the last GSS meeting a committee has been formed to discuss this issue and 
hopefully will reach some conclusions when we meet. I’ ll also be attending the GSS 
meeting on Monday to discuss this. 
 
Planning for the Herstory Celebration began this week. My commission will be assisting 
with this and helping out. 
 
We’ re also in contact with UPC about performance artists for Take Back the Night. 
Elaine and I are working together to coordinate a possible fundraiser for My Sister’s 
Place, other plans for the week include an art show, self-defense workshops, and more. 
We’ re going to be having a weekly planning meeting starting winter quarter – so if 
anyone wants to be on our steering committee we’d love to have you. 
 
As stated last week, we will be implementing the Shower Hangers Elaine Kaylor got 
approved last year. It looks as though this will be taken care of before the end of the 
quarter or at least in early winter quarter. Judy Piercy has informed us that all we need to 
do is distribute them to the directors who will take care of putting them in place in 
Residence Halls. 
 



Judith Grant of the Women’s Studies Department is going to be contacting me by the end 
of the week for our much anticipated end of the quarter meeting about the new Women’s 
Center. I look forward to finishing this up next quarter. I will assist Senator Allen in her 
work on a philanthropy directory, which I’m sure she will report more on later.  
 
Invitations are currently being composed and sent for the forum on diversity and 
retention. Finally Commissioner Roder, Diehl, and I are going to try to have a Lighting 
Walk ASAP. End of report. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
There were no committee reports.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 
There was no old business. 
 

NEW BUSINESS  
  

Sen. Res. 0607-13 
 

A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE RULES AND PROCEDURES COMMITTEE REPORT 
10/29/06 

 

1. Whereas:     The Ohio University Student Senate Rules and Procedures  
          Committee met, with quorum present, and  
2. Whereas:     the committee discussed and approved the attached rules changes to  
          the SAC PAC, therefore be it 
3. Resolved:    that the Ohio University Student Senate adopt Rules and Procedures  
          Committee Report 10/29/06. 
 
          Sponsors:     Ms. Gretchen Cataline 
        Chairwoman for the Rules and Procedures Committee 
        Senator for the Scripps College of Communication 
 
        Mr. Tyler Gattermeyer 
        Student Activities Commissioner 
 
        Ms. Molly McKenney 
        Treasurer 
 
 
 
Senator  Cataline: I would like to remove the word rules from the proposed resolution. 
This resolution concerns changes that are general changes to make SAC more 
understandable. I would now like to turn this over to Commissioner Gattermeyer.  
Commissioner  Gattermeyer: Eight or nine organizations that signed up for 
informational sessions didn’ t come or didn’ t come to mandatory workshop because they 
claimed the wording was confusing. SAC decided to clarify points No rule changes just 



changing words to make more “user friendly”  People claimed that wording for interview 
sing up session meant something put sing up for audit Mckenny: Wording of SAC PAC 
changed 6 people and advisors went over with fine tooth comb SAC general body 28 
people all decided that this would help student org  
Commissioner  Heery: Any changes not worded that is thematic  
Treasurer  McKenney: That is 14 
 
Resolution passes unanimously. 
  

 
 
 
 
 

Sen. Res. 0607-14 
A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE RULES AND PROCEDURES COMMITTEE REPORT 

10/20/06 
1. Whereas:     SAC feels that adding another permanent seat to the General Body  
          would create a greater representation of organizations on this campus, 
                     and  
2. Whereas:     SAC feels that POWER would be a strong addition to the   
          Commission, therefore be it  
3. Resolved:    that the SAC General Body adopt Rules the Executive Board’s  
          recommendation to make POWER a permanent member of SAC.  
           
 
          Sponsors:     Ms. Molly McKenney 
        Treasurer 
        Danielle Carpenter 
         COC Chair 
 
Commissioner  Gattermeyer: I came to the meeting on Sunday and was convinced that a 
permanent position on SAC is based upon is the power of interest and constituency 
interest and responsibility on campus. SAC consists of an executive board, advisor, and 
graduate assistant, all of which are permanent members for the year. Each year, the four 
quarterly funded organizations change (we try to get a new organization every 
year).ALLY, UNIFY, BSPC, and POWER would be added because President McDavis 
feels that the goal of SAC is to represent a wide variety of student voices. Programming 
that focuses on alcohol education, such as POWER is one example. POWER puts on late 
night alternative shows, which reaches a new constituency. SAC and Senate embrace the 
alcohol policy and initiative set by President McDavis, and we feel that an expansion of 
organizations with an alcohol education focus is important. On a student level, there are 
350 student organizations on campus, and with even more expansion we as a commission 
find it hard to efficiently complete our duties; the four permanent members sit on other 
committees and run work shops. SAC needs to expand and POWER has been a reliable 
partner every week and would be an asset to take such a role 



Treasurer  McKenney: Everyone who sits on SAC is on another committee. Financial 
Affairs has more members because they are in charge of interviews. This takes more 
time, because they have had problems between student organizations and SAC 
background information on COC’s role. Power has experience in positive late night 
funding. They have a full time advisor within the health department and also a graduate 
assistant and they are always in good standing with SAC funds according to the SAC 
rules.  
President Allen: Are there any questions? 
 
Motion passes. 
 

 
 
 
 

Sen. Res. 0607-15 
 

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING OHIO STATE ISSUE #3, THE LEARN AND EARN AMENDMENT 
 

“Madame President, Please Whack It Harder”  –Anonymous cough cough Chris Diehl cough- 
 

1. Whereas:  On November 7th, 2006 Ohio voters will have the opportunity to vote for or against  
  Issue 3, an amendment to adopt section 12 of article XV of the Constitution of the State 
  of Ohio so as to permit up to 31,500 slot machines at seven horse racing tracks and two 
  Cleveland non track locations, and 

2. Whereas:   55% of the profits will go to slot and casino owners and operators and 30% to the  
  Board of Regents for college scholarships and grants to eligible students, and 

3. Whereas:  the amendment states that during the first 12 years of the program, which begins for the 
4.     graduating class of 2009, scholarships will go to students in the top 5% of their high  

  school class, and 
5. Whereas:  beginning with the class 2021 the funding structure for tuition grants is unspecified,  

  and 
6. Whereas:  the Learn and Earn Amendment does not solve the problem of how Ohio funds higher 
7.     education; it provides only supplemental financial assistance to high performing  

  students, a further privatization of the funding of public higher education and a  
  possible excuse for continuing to decrease state subsidies, despite the amendment’s  
  denial of such a possibility, and 

8. Whereas: the Ohio State University Board of Trustees formally stated that the Learn and Earn 
9.    Amendment is “creating the strong impression with many Ohioans that State Issue 3©s  

 passage will solve the higher education funding issue in our state,” �and  
10. Whereas: the funding is likely neither to go to the students who actually need the support nor to 

 alleviate the true remaining costs of college for those students in the top 5% of their 
 class, and 

11. Whereas:  every in-state Ohio University student will be affected by this issue, therefore be it 
12. Resolved:      that Ohio University Student Senate applauds all efforts to provide students with 

 additional funding but considers this amendment to be dangerous in its implications for 
 higher education, and thus objects to Issue Three: The Learn and Earn Constitutional 
 Amendment, and further be it 

13. Resolved: Ohio University Student Senate urges and requests the University’s immediate  
  disapproval of Issue Three, and further be it 

14. Resolved: that the Ohio University Student Senate recommends Ohio University students oppose 
 IssueThree in the November 7th General Election, and further be it 

15. Resolved: That a copy of this resolution and a letter of explanation, along with the attached 
 appendices, be sent, but not limited, to: Dr. Roderick McDavis, President; Dr. Kathy 



 Krendl, Provost; Dr.; Dr.Kent Smith, Vice President for Student Affairs; Dr. Alan      
 Geiger, Secretary of the Board of 

16.    Trustees and Assistant to the President; Dr. Teri Geiger, Government Relations 
 Director. 

 
 

Sponsors: Mr. Bob Redd 
   Commissioner for State and Federal Affairs 
 
   Mr. Chris Diehl 
   Commissioner for Residents Life 
 
   Mr. Patrick Heery 
   Commissioner for Academic Affairs 
   
   Mr. Matthew Bell 
   At-Large Senator 
 
   Mr. Zachary Noble 
   South Green Senator 
 
    

Ms. Chelsea Conley 
   College of Fine Arts Senator 
 
   Mr. Aaron Golby 
   East Green Senator 
 
Commissioner  Redd: Amend resolution to strike line 25-26. The Board of Trustees 
couldn’ t meet so I couldn’ t give you their approval/disapproval. Tonight you have a 
proposed amendment important to students in front of you. Everyone is affected by 
higher education. I encourage you to vote on basis of helping your consistency. It doesn’ t 
matter what party you represent; set aside these thoughts. Economic development made 
on funding is an important aspect. Commissioner Heery did research showing that 
Student Senate can vote on this issue. Precedent was set in 2004 concerning the Defense 
of Marriage Act. Higher education is huge problem Ohio is 49th out 50 for educational 
funding. This proposal is not answer fifty-five percent of revenue goes to the casino 
owners and only thirty percent goes to higher education. This issue does not solve higher 
education affordability nor does it supplement it. This amendment targets those higher 
achieving students not everyone.  Only the top five percent per school will get tuition 
grants. Many students will not finish in this field because most schools now are not 
releasing class rank. It is also not specifically outlined what will happen twelve years 
from now in 2021. Do you feel comfortable that there are not specific requirements in the 
next 12 years? I ask that you oppose this amendment. 
President Allen: Commissioner Diehl would you now like to speak? 
Commissioner  Diehl: I think Bob (Commissioner Redd) did good job explaining this 
issue. Class rank is becoming obsolete. The top five percent isn’ t what it used to be. 
Vocational schools are affecting this ranking system negatively because those students 
don’ t take AP classes or upper level classes. Sometimes the Valedictorian is outside of 
the requirements. We must take into account that the Board of Regents shall be the 



authority to decide which classes count. This is wrong because the State board should be 
doing this because appointed to do so.  
Commissioner  Heery: As Redd stated there were reservations and questions of Senate’s 
place and right to write resolutions concerning State Amendments. We need to enter 
cautiously and carefully. Student Senate must do what is necessary to protect students 
and work with state and federal legislation. If not we might as well eliminate the State 
and Federal commission because we have elected them to speak on our behalf. As stated 
most schools are moving away from class rank. Competitive high schools are moving 
away from this method. Because of this many students who are merited won’ t receive 
money. Furthermore, this funding is solely money for tuition. Most really need money for 
room and board. The proposed amendment says that the loop holes supposedly be 
cleared, but there are too many ambiguous terms. I want to see clarity. Yes it says it will 
supplement, but to that I ask: where were these obligations and where were they when 
tuition rose suddenly? Let us not forget history. This legislature will place quarter in hand 
of student and take a dollar out of their pocket.  
Senator  Bell: The main focus is higher education hence name “ learn and earn”  yet fifty 
five percent of the money goes to casino owners and only thirty percent to students. It 
doesn’ t specify how much money for high school graduates or the percentage they will 
receive. The top five percent will already receiving money high performing are already 
receiving issue should be needed funding not just high GPA Most HS doesn’ t rank 
ranking part discriminate against students going to big schools no clarification if students 
will be getting funding after 12 
Commissioner  Vonville: Did you directly mention the Board of Trustees?  How do they 
feel they will solve the issue of higher education? 
Commissioner  Redd: Board of Trustees has taken stance creating ad campaigns l and e 
doesn’ t say in ads suggests that tuition will be fully covered focused on solution to 
funding  
Senator  Unger : Does it say how many jobs would be created in the state? 
Commissioner  Redd: Refrained. 
Commissioner  Heery: That concern is not within jurisdiction of Student Senate. Our 
sole job is to look at the affects of students. We need to have that taken into 
consideration. Student Senate must solely look at students in education. 
Commissioner  Roder : How harmful is this proposed amendment? 
Commissioner  Redd: Commissioner Heery said the goal of this resolution is to say, 
‘Yes, students will get the money and the way we look at it is only 30% and there is 
going to have no clarity in 2021. There are no specific answers where the money will be 
allocated or the curriculum requirements.’  This won’ t help higher education when there 
are no real answers. 
Commissioner  Heery: Part of the harm will be ambiguity and this supposedly will be 
clarified by the Board of Regents. The serious possible harm may result from our 
representatives and voters seeing this as an excuse for no longer needing or justifying a 
subsidiary for higher education. This amendment will only amplify this. The Ohio State 
University Board of Trustees feels this way will ultimately take more money away from 
higher education and probably the majority of students won’ t really receive the money. 
Commissioner  Vonville:  Point of clarification, where is the bill? 
Treasurer  McKenney: Motion to vote.  



 
Motion failed.  
President Allen: We will now open to debate.  
 
Commissioner  Wemer (Pro): Two things need reiterated, last time a resolution was 
passed Ohio Issue One Defense of Marriage sponsored by LGTB in 2000 students do 
listen because voter education is important to Student Senate. On that note, it hasn’ t been 
mentioned what some selling points assured in the Constitution wont be touched. This 
hasn’ t been followed through. The primary example of this is that the Ohio Lottery 
promised to fund secondary education which has not happened. Furthermore, our 
education in this state has been declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court and no 
action has been taken to remedy this.  I feel that this resolution trying to bring gambling 
into under false hope of higher education. 
Commissioner  Vonville: (Con) Though “a lot of good will come from this”  is perhaps a 
cliché, I believe in this. Please elaborate on the 30 percent revenue; a lot of people have 
problems with 30 percent. If you look at the estimated revenues it’s a billion dollars. 
Another thing to note is that a brief part of the bill supplements funding and it does not 
diminish committees. You should trust these things because since the money will not 
come into effect until 2021, there is a great deal of time to answer and re-evaluate the 
progress, and to determine if the 5 percent should be expanded. There are people who 
still need funding, and this obviously should be providing to them. This is our 
responsibility to our constituency, and as representatives of the student body we should 
take stances on matters that affect us; it is not harmful to take a closer look at this issue 
and vote “No.”   
Commissioner  Heery: (Pro) With the idea that “A lot of good will come from this,”  let 
us examine what good could come ….we don’ t know because the policy lacks clarity and 
we are forced to blindly accept that they will act on  our best interests, yet I have not seen 
in the past years proof that we should blindly trust. Yes, we should trust these people but 
we need to measure on a basis of past history the difference between trust and blindness. 
There has not been a commitment to higher education, and it is here now because they 
have a further excuse to put the issue into the hands of private companies …What 
happens if the University became subject to corporate and political agendas? What if the 
Board of Regents, which is appointed by the government, becomes subject to political 
and economic influences? Are they the ones that deserve to be judging? Yes, these 
students deserve funding, and I have been a big supporter of merit scholarships. 
However, most will not receive funding from this. 
Senator  Feldman: (Con) I have a different standpoint from Commissioner Vonville’s. 
Although we are elected representatives of the student population, it is not our place to 
make decision without discussion. The majority of us haven’ t discussed this issue with 
our constituencies, and this is not a moral decision to make …Implicate in these 
arguments is a strong political undertone and economic motivation. In the resolution it 
states that only 30 percent of the money goes to scholarships, so clearly political and 
economic undertones are reflected. There is no way that our moral biases can be 
completely taken out of our votes, and thus I will say that we are a public institution 
elected to represent the values of our constituents and I urge you to abstain. 
Commissioner  Redd: (Pro) I could like to outline a couple things to here: first of all I 



want you all to understand you are not voting for to make a formal stance, you are not 
going to check ballot box for them. Issue 3 does not specifically clarify its motives and 
doesn’ t help every student, something that everyone can see. This issue is up for election 
because it benefits casinos themselves and is not the answer to the issue of a lack of 
higher education funding. An estimated $1 billion (closer to 800 million if you take 
inflation into account), for 12 years is a lot of money that we don’ t know the exact use of. 
And where is the other 95 percent going to get funding from? The price of a college 
education will in turn go up. Finally, this amendment is not clear and as there are no real 
numbers to work with here, it is possible that all of the money has the potential to simply 
disappear. 
Commissioner  Roder : (Con) A point of clarification: We must have quorum to pass; if 
we lose quorum through abstention the resolution will fail. People are going to bring their 
morals and other opinions in this discussion and vote. There is no way to avoid this. For 
Student Senate to do this is not exactly right. Bringing this issue in is not right for Senate, 
and this issue is not in our power to pass. 
Commissioner  Wemer: Yield time to Diehl 
Commissioner  Diehl: We are representatives elected and entrusted to express our 
opinions and voices for the students on this campus. If students wanted to do this 
themselves we wouldn’ t be here! We have a responsibility to look at the issues for 
students, such as this, as appropriate issues to discuss because they directly affect how 
much money they will get. 
Commissioner  Vonville: Motion for hand vote and to move out of debate. 
 
Motion to move out passed  
Motion for role call  
 
Commissioner  Diehl:  Must take roll call if 3 senators want 
 
Roll call, motion passes with 25 votes yes, 10 votes no, 3 abstentions.  
 
President Allen: Great debate thanks guys! Our next order of business is working on the 
proposed Marijuana policy. Senator Skirtich will speak.  
 
B1 Mar ijuana Policy 
Sanctions through Campus Judiciaries counseling discussed the idea of no suspension.  
Personal use of marijuana counseling class no punishment of suspension. There will be 
another meeting Friday, and after this Friday we will have enough information to write a 
resolution before quarter ends.  
President Allen: Is there discussion? 
Commissioner  Vonville:  Are these current or are these recommendations and how 
many are congruent with alcohol policy? 
Senator  Skir tich: 3 hour diversion with 50 dollar fee and counseling class probation 
period through a case by case basis. This is not in the code of conduct; the University has 
this policy for alcohol: probation period is a minimum of 6 months. None of these are set 
in stone so if you have any suggestions please let us know. Any suggestions are 
welcomed! 



Senator  Bell: What happens if you get caught selling less than 100 grams? 
Senator  Skir tich: A-13, if there is intent to sell, automatic A-13. 
President Allen: Any other discussion? 
Commissioner  Wemer: Does the RA determine intent to sell? 
Commissioner  Diehl:  With more than 100 grams, intent to sell not sure. 
Senator  Skir tich:  200 grams constitutes intent to sell. 
President Allen: Any other comments? Move out of discussion  
 
B2 Baker  Center  Move-In  
Vice President Cr ites: We are not really prepared to move out. Basically we have stuff 
to move and need your help! Really what it comes down to is putting files into the boxes; 
there are boxes and tape in the office. We will also need to label everything.  
President Allen: Commissioners, you are responsible for what is under your 
commission! If you don’ t take them we won’ t take them! We have 100 boxes to use. 
Internal Chief of Staff Skaggs: If you have old files, let me know, as I’m currently 
working with the archive department on this matter.  
 

ROUNDTABLE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Senator  Sampson: When do we move in?  
Vice President Cr ites: Our stuff will be moved in for us. We need to pack it up and 
they’ re moving it for us. 
Senator  Feldman: Is the couch coming? We bought it. 
Senator  Bell: Congrats to Bob Redd for getting the resolution passed. 
Commissioner  Redd: Thanks to those who helped and for the debate. 
Commissioner  Diehl: Thanks for the debate. 
Commissioner  Vonville: There is going to be an OCL meeting in the office at 6 p.m. We 
need to get signatures. 
Senator  Odom: The Fray is coming January 13th and tickets are at the Memorial 
Auditorium. Be sure to get tickets, because they will sell out. 
Commissioner  Wemer: Pride Week. 
Commissioner  Heery: I want to thank everyone, Commissioner Vonville, Roder and 
Feldman. It takes courage to get into debate especially if there are good and important 
points. Thanks for how you voted. I’m glad that you voted thoughtfully, among the neys 
and abstentions, this means giving good thought, and regardless how you feel about 
passage Student Senate should be proud. I need to meet with all of the diversity 
commissioners after this meeting. 
Senator  Allen: My.calenders.net/senate. Use it, use it, use it. The OU book 
exchange.com Make sure to make an announcement about this during your classes! 
 

ROLL CALL 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:12 pm. 
 


