Regular Meeting January 17, 2007

Ms. Morgan Allen, President of Senate Governance Room
Presiding Officer Amanda Martin, Recording Secretary

The agendawas agreed to |. Call to Order; 11. Roll Call; 111. Student Speakout; V. One Minutes; V.
Presentations; V1. Adoption of Minutes; VII. Additions to the Agenda; VII11. Officers' Reports; A.
President: Morgan Allen, B. Vice President: Paul Crites, C. Treasurer: Molly McKenney; | X. Executive
Cabinet Reports, A. External Chief of Staff: Josh Garguilo, B. Internal Chief of Staff: Stefanie Skaggs, C.
SDS Director: Stephanie Pleli, D. Staff Not on the Agenda; X. Advisor’s Report: Dr. Kent Smith; XI.
Senator’s Reports, A. Academic Affairs: Patrick Heery, B. Black Affairs: VACANT, C. City and County
Affairs: VACANT, D. International Affairs: Adam Fardy, E. LGBT Affairs: Will Wemer, F. Minority
Affairs: Tristan Walker, G. Off-Campus Life: Tim Vonville, H. Residence Life: Chris Diehl, . State and
Federal Affairs: VACANT, J. Student Activities: Tyler Gattermeyer, K. University Life: Amanda Roder, L.
Women's Affairs: Lee Robbins; XIl. Committee Reports; XI1I. Old Business; XIV. New Business; XV.
Roundtable and Announcements; XVI. Roll Call. XVII. Adjournment

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 7:16pm.

ROLL CALL
2005-2006 Ohio University Student Senate
EXECUTIVES PRESENT | ABSENT PROXY
President Morgan Allen X
Vice President Paul Crites X
Treasurer Molly McKenney X
EXECUTIVE STAFF
External Chief of Staff | Josh Garguilo X
Internal Chief of Staff | Stefanie Skaggs X

Parliamentarian

COMMISSIONERS

Academic Affairs Patrick Heery X
Black Affairs Michael Adeyanju X
City & County Amanda Estok X
International Affairs | Adam Fardy X
LGTB Will Wemer X
Minority Affairs Tristan Walker X
OCL Tim Vonville X
Residence Life Chris Diehl X
State & Federd Bob Redd X




Student Activities Tyler Gattermeyer
University Life Amanda Roder X
Women®Affairs L ee Robbins X
SENATORS

At-Large Dave Ford X
At-Large Mark Skirtich

At-Large Matt Bell X
At-Large Meg Sanderson X
At-Large Meghan Hanrahan X
Arts & Science Steve Parish X
Business Bobby Martin
Communication Gretchen Cataline X
Education Cherish Odom

Engineering Robert Sampson

Fine Arts VACANT

Health & Human Alison Ungar X
HTC Jayme Feldman X
Osteopathic Utkarsh Achorya X
University Sayward Schuette X
Greek Life Kat Allen X
East Green Aaron Golby X
East Green Jarrod Pollard X
South Green Gabrielle Smith X
South Green Zach Noble X
West Green Ashton Finical X
West Green Sarah Kostiha X
OCL Diane Skala X
OCL Jmmy Dyer

OCL Lindsay Zdek-Thompson

OCL Sara Radcliff X

STUDENT SPEAKOUT
There were no Student Speakouts.

ONE MINUTES

Commissioner Estok: The Athens Annual Manual is now available at city hall, it hasa
lot of cool stuff about Athens. Pick one up.

PRESENTATIONS

A. Smoking Policy, David Trinnes. Hello, my nameis David Trinnes and I’m here to
speak to you about a problem we are facing in the world that extends beyond Ohio,
beyond the United States. It isaglobal problem. Do you have any guesses what that
might be?

Senator Feldman: Poverty?



Trinnes: No, tobacco use. I’m an Ohio University senior, and | attended the World
Tobacco Conference, and I’ ve brought a video from the conference to show you. Watch
the eyes of people, listen to what they’ re saying: tobacco has negatively impacted their
lives. (Shows video from 13™ World Congress on Tobacco or Health)

So that gives you an idea of what’ s going on out there. Why am | here? Why do we need
to worry about thisin Athens? Friends, students, it beginsin our community. By helping
people here, we help the spread of tobacco use stop here. In November, the state of Ohio
passed a smoking ban to make Ohio smoke-free. However, al universities, including
OU, are exempt from those smoking policies. Peer universities like Kent State have
constructed stronger smoking policies. OU has not. My nameis David Trinnes, | am an
OU senior, | was a part of the Smoke-Free Ohio campaign, | served on the city of Athens
Tobacco Coalition, and | am asking al of you to help us with this smoking policy, and to
raise awareness. Together with Terry Koons and Senator Golby, we are working on a
policy that is both fair and effective.

Terry Koons, Associate Director of Health Education and Wellness: Thisall started
with my class, where we spent three years doing environmental scanning on alcohol. But
after awhile | got tired of alcohol. So we decided to look at tobacco, each quarter we
researched issues on campus with tobacco. I’ll be working with Aaron and Student
Senate about this policy to make sure students have resources to stop smoking.

Currently we intervene and make student realize low-risk choices for alcohol, but that
doesn’t work with smoking. We want to try to prevent people from smoking. Our
research shows that alot of people smoke socially. We' d like to educate students about
changing their behavior. We need to spend less time educating students on the risks of
smoking, because people know that. It’ s difficult to find funding because there’ s no grant
money or resources to go toward anti-smoking campaigns because the legal age for
smoking is over eighteen. We know that junior high and high school is the typical age
students are starting to smoke. We'd like to focus education on campus; what are the
risks? What are the effects of your smoking on others? We'd like to start a student-driven
campaign like Buzz to target all tobacco use. Educational sanctions could be in place,
but we'd like to provide cessation. Currently there are no resources at Hudson, and it’s
hard to commit students to an eight hours per week program. We'd also like to explore
ways to provide a program for students who don’t want to quit. So we'd like to establish
educational programs, cessation, and an education campaign, whether want or need it.
We'd like Senate to talk and decide what’ s appropriate for students. Aaron Golby has two
copies of research from my classes’ research and peer health educators.

SDS Director Pleli: Soif astudent is caught on campus smoking, they would face afine
and a sanction?

Koons: That's not what we' re proposing; it’s up to you to decide.

President Allen: Any more questions? No? Thank you for speaking to us.

B. Safe Zone, Jon Connary: Good evening, I'd first like to thank Will for inviting me.
I’m here to explain our program, and there will be a Safezone held at Senate soon.
Safezone is atwo hour workshop for students, faculty, and staff, that educates the
community about how to support and be an aly for the LGBT community. Wetalk
about issues that students face as minority group on campus, and offer resources on how
to help your students or friends. We hold five Safezones per quarter; two on each green



and three in Baker Center, the days vary to accommodate schedules. It's a good
workshop, and we' ve had a good response. The LGBT Center is 354 Baker Center, and
our website is www.ohio.edu/Igbt. Y ou can sign up for workshop there or by stopping in
the center.

President Allen: Any questions? Thank you for coming.

ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES

Motion to adopt the minutes. Motion passes.

ADDITIONSTO THE AGENDA

There were no additions to the agenda.

OFFICERS REPORTS

Morgan Allen, President
» Congratulations on Students Talking to Students!
Meeting with Dr. Smith
Amy Flowers
Travis Swiger (West Green Residence Life Council)
Budget Planning Council
* General fee committee
* Enrollment and projections from the state subsidies
« FPAC
» Baancing missions and priorities
* Project narratives for each project potentially included in the
Student Trustees, that he'll be expounding upon in his report.
Semesters meeting.
Grad Senate Prez. Dom Barbato
Dr. Mike Williford about the survey (late next week)
City Council meeting to speak out against the Halloween fence ordinance
Thanks to everyone who helped with the Winter Student Involvement Fair
Upcoming Events:
* Meeting with SDS, BPC, and FPAC
* Forum on FPAC 2-6pm (4:30 presentation)
* Friday, January 26" there will be a University Town Hall meeting from 2-
4pm.

Paul Crites, Vice President
Hello Everyone! | hope you are all having a great week three!

On Thursday this past week, President Allen, Treasurer McKenney, and | had our weekly
meeting with Dr. Smith. We covered some bases dealing with the student trustee
selection committee.

On Thursday | was also able to talk with Rich Carpinelli, who advised last year’s Trustee
selection committee.



Thursday | attended the Diversity forum, which | would like to commend Patrick and
CDAC on al the hard work. I think we all felt the forum was a great success! | am really
excited to see how everything congeals. We had some great discussion!

On Friday President Allen and | met with Student Trustees, Mitchell and Gerthoffer, to
discuss issues concerning senate but mostly dealing with the student trustee selection
process. We're looking forward to making this year’ s Student Trustee selection a great
recruiting year!

| spent the weekend finalizing the committee structure. We are now ready to get rolling!
It has taken a considerable amount of time to form an overall plan and timeline for the
committee. But thankfully, | got it all done!

On Monday, the Quarters vs. Semester Committee had its first meeting!

Tuesday and today were spent creating advertising ideas for the selection committee,
including awebsite.

| would like to form an auxiliary committee to help with the execution of advertisement
and recruiting nominations for the Student Trustee position. | will pass around a sheet. If
you are interested please let me know.

Announcements:

-Vacancies: fine arts, OCL ; if you know someone, please try to recruit them!

-I need to meet with C& D members as well as Rules and Procedures after the
meeting.

-I’m going to pass around a sheet for commissionersto give me alist of times that
will be available for commissioner meetings this quarter. End of report.

Molly McKenney, Treasurer
Student Involvement Fair today
Governance Council
Application packet
University Program Council presentation

The current balance for Student Senate is $ 30,522.71 and the current balance for
Student Activities Commission is $9 7,878.87. Thisistrue and accurate to the best of
my knowledge.

EXECUTIVE CABINET REPORTS

Josh Garguilo, External Chief of Staff

February 5™ through the 10" will be Student Senate Awareness week. The signups for
thiswill be taking place during next week. February 11" is going to be the Painting
Follet’s window activity. We are going to do this three times throughout Winter quarter.



Please let me know if you have any suggestions pertaining to Student Senate, Senate
issues, Student Speakouts, etc. We are going to put the Student Senate logo in every
classroom and the hallways of most academic buildings around campus. End of report.

Stefanie Skaggs, Internal Chief of Staff

| am currently conducting research on Halloween. We are holding a council meeting next
week. Josh will be working with the professors of the University College classes for
Senate Awareness Week. End of report.

Staff Not on the Agenda

SDS Director, Stephanie Pleli: There are new cases to train on. We currently have five
new trainees. There is also a new marketing campaign for February being put together. If
you have any ideas or suggestions for this, please let me know.

ADVISOR’S REPORT

Dr. Kent Smith

Good evening. | hope you're all having a great week. | want to encourage you to support
Vice President Crites' Student Trustee Selection Committee. | served as a student trustee,
and thiswas the first area where | got involved in student administration. | encourage
you to encourage othersto apply. Thisis very serious. Trustees take student feedback
very seriously. Thisis something we could put up on student affairs website. Hope you
have a great week. End of report.

SENATOR'SREPORTS

Patrick Heery, Academic Affairs

The diversity and retention forum was a great success! | have received very positive
feedback. There were afew kinks — such as sending one subgroup to a nonexistent Baker
room due to an error on the website — but overall, it went exceedingly well. Many people
commented on how greatly they enjoyed just the discussions themselves. The out of state
students were so thrilled to meet each other that they may be forming a student
organization. There were approximately 80 students in attendance in addition to the
subgroup moderators. There were twelve subgroups. | have asked each moderator to
type up their notes and send them to me, along with their own conclusions, observations
and/or observations. | will be compiling and synthesizing our findings. Once complete,
you can expect a presentation, perhaps a resolution, and some meetings with
administrators.

Huge news! After four years of work, the possibility of advising evaluations is beginning
to seem achievable. A draft evaluation was created, along with recommendations for
assessment and learning outcomes. | showed the draft to my commission and to Student
Trustee Lydia Gerthoffer. Just last night, | sent our recommendations to David
Descutner. Overall the draft looks great, and | hope our recommendations will prove
productive. The next step isto present the evaluation form and ideato the general body
of the University Academic Advising Council and to the assistant deans. If approval can
be garnered among these groups, we could have this system up and running next year!
And assessment means a system of greater compensation, reward, and recognition.



Greater compensation means greater performance. We still have far to go, and at the
moment the evaluation isjust tentative, but if successful, thiswill be a huge step for
advising. We have seen a significant growth in valuing of advising over the last severa
years. When | first met with every chair of every department on campus, along with
deans and assistant deans, afew years ago, | was generally received with confusion or
dismissal. It was not a priority, not an issue for them. My concern generally bewildered
them asif valuing a more personal and effective faculty and student relationship was
some great shock. There were notable exceptions of course: individuals and departments.
But by and large, there was no culture of value for advising. Two weeks ago, however, |
learned that every single dean has made improvement of academic advising one of their
top five priorities. Thisisaradical shift and isvery promising. It's nice to see your work
actually make adifference. It's been along time coming.

Senator Parish dedicated the majority of his Senate-related efforts to re-aligning himself
with his ultimate goal for the year (for Arts and Sciences, that is) - peer mentoring. He
also emailed al the student organizations which were assigned to him. Heis scheduling a
meeting with his dean as well.

Senator Cataline and | met to discuss semesters and quarters, particularly the goals,
timeline and plan of action for her committee. She had her first meeting of the committee
this past Monday where she divided research responsibilities among the members. She
attended an Enrollment Management Committee meeting. She led one of the high
achieving student subgroups at the forum on Thursday. She spoke with Assistant Dean
Riffe about Pizza with the Dean or Asst. Dean. Senator Cataline will be presenting the
ideato College of Communication student governing group on Jan. 24". Sheand | also
hel ped with Commissioner Vonvill€e s resolution opposing fencing of Court Street on
Halloween.

Senator Odom has been busy setting up appointments and scheduling

meetings for next week. This Tuesday she met with her dean and attended a Capital
committee meeting. She has also been working with her peer mentors. Sheis planning a
meeting where they will discuss planning a social for all of the mentors and mentees,
planning a professional development activity, addressing the surveys (positives and afew
negatives), aswell as, polling them for any issues that may be going on in the College as
awhole or University level.

Some more huge news!: Senator Jayme Feldman has been doing academic integrity
committee work, organizing the meetings for the student committee and attending the
University committee today. We have some great news on that front: the University
committee wants the honor code committee/council, which will be responsible for the
judicial processinvolved in arbitration and judgment of alleged violations of the honor
code before sent to Judiciaries, to consist ENTIRELY of students. Our student
committee will be responsible for selecting the first membership once the committeeis
convened. Senator Feldman led the out of state student subgroup at the forum on
Thursday. Sheis discussing with those students the possibility of an out of state student



organization. Sheisalso following up with HTC Dean Fidler concerning progress with
the “thesis hours’ discrepancy between departments.

Senator Ungar conducted some wonderful and useful research into peer mentoring at
other American and even some British universities. She found that it was fairly common
in Britain. Sheis contacting some universitiesin order to garner more information.

Senator Schuette spoke with several studentsin her college about Student Senate and the
BSS program. Sheislooking to resume work on disability rooming in the residence
halls. She contacted Senator Robbins about making an informational table for Take Back
the Night for The Vagina Monologues performance, which sheis directing and
organizing. She thought it was a good way to educate the public on the planned
activities, how they could get involved, and to meet members of the Women®
Commission. Sheis aso working with Char Rae on the BSS reception.

Our intern David Tusio served as a proxy for Senator Marvin at the last senate meeting.
On Thursday, he joined the out of state student subgroup of the forum. He also joined the
semesters vs. quarters committee. He is working with Senator Cataline on Pizzawith the
Dean in the College of Communication. He and | met before the commission meeting on
Sunday to discuss his projects for the quarter.

Last Friday, | attended a workshop on academic advising for students in academic
difficulty or probation. Herel learned that a vast number of first year students were on
academic probation by the end of Fall quarter. Phone calls were sent to these students,
reaching about half of these students. They will be required to attend a series of
workshops. In particular, alot of transfer students are on academic probation due to
admission standards and lack of appropriate guidance. | know the administration has
stated that it istrying to improve this situation. At the workshop, | recommended the use
of peer mentors. This recommendation received avery warm welcome, which isanice
change from last year. Of the 90 new faculty this year, only 18 showed up for an
advising workshop.

In addition, | have been working on follow-up to our resolution on shared governance.
President Allen is organizing a meeting with GSS and Faculty Senate to discuss our next
steps. | also attended a General Education Learning Outcomes meeting today.

Michael Adeyanju, Black Affairs

Amanda Estok, City and County Affairs

On Thursday | met with Amy Flowers along with Commissioner Tim Vonville and
President Morgan Allen. | felt the meeting went rather well and we were able to get a
different perspective regarding the City Council Ordinance on the Halloween fence.

Thisweek my focus has mainly been on this new ordinance proposed by City Council
which calls for afence to be erected on Court Street on October 27" and October 28™
with a$5 admission fee. | attended the 2™ reading of the ordinance on Tuesday night



where | spoke on behalf of myself asan Ohio University student and Mill Street resident.
| proposed afew questions to the panel of council members, hoping to raise some
concern that other students may have besides myself. | will also be attending the third
reading with Commissioner Vonville to present other trepidations we may have about the
new proposal. We are asking anyone who is able to, to attend this meeting to show
support and to also make a stronger impact.

On Friday of last week | met with Ray Hazlett to discuss cost and location of the business
fair. He suggested the parking garage; do to convenience and it would ultimately
alleviate any weather related concerns. After | receive a prospective cost from him, | will
be able to draw up aresolution and proposal for City Council.

Be sure to pick up the 2007 Athen’s Manual. 1t will become a great resource for
navigation around Athens area and location of nearby attractions and local businesses.
Ciao! End of Report.

Adam Fardy, International Affairs

Good Evening. This past Thursday, the Retention and Diversity Forum went incredibly
well from what | hear. My intern Alex Nickley took my place in the forum, not only did
he take notes during the discussions, but he also reported on some interesting discoveries
in the international community. According to Alex, many of the students that represented
the international community were of Asian descent, and felt that their Ohio University
experience isgood overall. Theinternationa students that attended did feel that many of
the programs that were offered by the university (OPIE, 1SU) were truly beneficial. Alex
did report that many felt that the welcoming procedures for entering international
students, was somewhat weak. These students felt that this was apart of the reason why
international students tend to stick with their own ethnic groups. Alex also stated that if
the welcoming procedures were to gradually get better, it may break the boundaries of
forming friendships with other students on campus. This issue seems to be of the most
importance to the international community.

| would just like to thank Alex again for his outstanding contribution to the Forum, as
well as his great analysis of the information at hand. | would also like to thank al the
other commissioners for all their hard work, and | would also like to thank Patrick Heery
for making such a beneficia event possible.

Last, but not least. Here are some upcoming international events:
- TheFulbright Scholar’s Association will be hosting afilm festival in the Friends
of the Library Room on January 17" and 19" from 6-8 p.m. both nights.
- A.S.U. will be hosting a film series as well from January 20" through the 22™.
The films will be shown in Bentley Hall, starting at 8 p.m. each day.

Have a good rest of the week. End of Report.

Will Wemer, LGBT Affairs



The first meeting of the Pride Week Steering Committee was a huge success. After
Mickey Hart of the LGBT Programs Center led the group in a brief teambuilding
workshop, we discussed the rough schedule of the week and formed a preliminary
marketing scheme. Thanks to everyone on Senate who attended.

Commissioner Diehl and I met with Wendy Merb-Brown, the Director of the Learning
Community Programs. We are going to explore the possibility of creating a Gender &
Sexuality Residential Learning Community for the 2007-2008 Academic Year. The
major road barrier is marketing this RLC to prospective students before the June 1
deadline for registering to livein an RLC. | will be working with the LGBT Programs
Center, the Dept. of Women’ s Studies and the Dept. of Sociology and Anthropology on
devising a marketing plan in the coming weeks.

The LGBT subset of the Retention Forum was fascinating to moderate. Numerous issues
that members of the LGBT community raised included some | was not aware of. | will be
finishing my report later thisweek and | have every intention to sponsor initiativesin
order to retain LGBT students at Ohio.

| hope everyone enjoyed Jon Connary’ s presentation tonight about SafeZone. This week,
| will be setting up a Senate SafeZone workshop with him. | hope everyone signs up and
participates in this training.

| will be meeting with President Allen and members of CDAC this upcoming week in
order to formulate a plan of action in response to the lack of action taken on Senate
Resolution 0607-10, passed last October. During the forum, the lack of equity for the
LGBT Programs Center was aired as a major concern and Senate was once again praised
for their work on thisissue.

Meetings from this past week included the ALLY and Swarm of Dykes meeting. | will be
at the Open Doors meeting next week in lieu of attending the Senate meeting so don’t
miss me too much. End of report.

Tristan Walker, Minority Affairs
Tim Vonville, Off CampusLiving

ChrisDiehl, Residence Life

Good evening everyone. | wanted to begin by thanking Senator Golby for arranging
tonight’ s presentation on smoking issues; | thought it was rather informative. In addition
to his smoking policy research, Senator Golby along with Senator Pollard attended the
Dining Services Development Committee meeting yesterday, where they raised issues
such as having larger take-out cupsin the dining halls, as well as the possibility of having
freerefills from the Baker Food Court. For more on that, you'll have to stay tuned until
next time.



Senator Kostiha, along with interns Catie and Jen, are beginning to formulate a petition
regarding the closure of Jefferson Dining Hall on Fridays and Saturdays. They are
working in conjunction with Chief of Staff Garguilo to formulate and market the effort,
which istentatively set to take place in February.

Senator Finical is still trying to arrange a presentation on the effectiveness of the Alcohol
Response Policy. Senator Smith has been working on the Halloween Fence Resolution as
well as brainstorming ideas for a Halloween Guest Fee Resolution. On that note, there
will be aresolution writing session for the Halloween Guest Fee immediately following
the Lighting Walk this Sunday. (Lighting Walk tentatively beginning at 8, resolution
writing set for around 9).

Senator Noble has begun researching whether other institutions charge for guests during
“special” weekends, or if they charge for guests during any time of the year. He was also
selected to serve on the Halloween Fee Implementation Team, so if you have any
suggestions about that process, feel free to bombard him with those.

Our interns; Catie, Jen, and Joni, are researching RA compensation at peer and MAC
institutions. While we do have some data, which you will hear about tonight, we don’t
have information on all of them, so it would be nice to have for future reference.

Asfor me, | met with Commissioner Wemer and Director of Learning Community
Programs, Wendy Merb-Brown, this afternoon to discussion the creation of a Gender and
Sexuality Learning Community. As Commissioner Wemer stated, the meeting went
rather well and we are |ooking forward to the extensive marketing effort which awaits us.

Last, but not least, in case you zoned out, the lighting walk will be this Sunday at 8:00.
We will meet in the Senate Office and disperse from there. Therewill also bea

resol ution writing session on the Halloween Guest Fee immediately following the
Lighting Walk (i.e. around 9:00 p.m.). Hopefully all of you can make it. End of report.

Bob Redd, State and Federal Affairs

Tyler Gattermeyer, Student Activities

| will be having my vice commissioner for SAC proxy for me tonight, as academic
obligations will be requiring my attention this evening. Here are the items that will be
read in my report for tonight’s meeting:

-SAC At-Larges are now holding office hours.
-Workshops started today and will continue into next week.

Sorry | will not be in attendance tonight, but | have confidence in Sean®reading skills.
Thanks a bunch! End of report.

Amanda Roder, University Life



gpONE

L ee Robbins, Women’s Affairs

Hey everyone, | hope your short week isgoing well! It was another busy one for the
women'’s affairs commission, and we' ve been working diligently to get the on-campus
lighting walk together for this Sunday, January 21, 2007. For those of you participating,
the walk will begin promptly at 8:00, but if you would like to join us at the Senate Office
around 7:45 we' |l have some cookies and hot chocolate ready for you.

| am passing out papers indicating the areain which you will be walking. | organized
you into groups of 2-3 people to walk each area, simply based on where you indicated
you would like to go. If any of the pairings are a problem, you are welcome to switch
with each other. I’ ve attached directionsin regard to what to bring and to look for at
during the walk, so make sure to check those out. Thank you so much for being a part of
this!

We are continuing to work diligently with the new women’s center in order to make their
opening day a success.

Take Back the Night Steering Committee is set to meet sometime next week; we are
excited to finalize and brainstorm about final programming, themes, etc. Let me know if
you would liketo join usand | will email you the final time!

In other news, Kristen Delo of GSS isworking with our commission and Hudson to
organize an HPV awareness campaign. Some other women’ s health issues we are
currently addressing include the rise in birth control prices at Hudson, Sexual Health
Seminars, aswell as the implementation of feminine products in more public restrooms.
We are also planning a Pink/Green event with WSFUN for the new women’s center in
order to raise money for Obstetric Fistula. End of report.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

There were no committee reports.

OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business.

NEW BUSINESS

Sen. Res. 0607-20

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF RESIDENCE LIFE'S PROPOSAL TO INCREASE RESIDENT
ASSISTANT COMPENSATION

“Order. We'regoingto get back toit.” - Morgan Allen

Whereas.  The Ohio University Department of Residence Life has requested funding from Vision Ohio
which will be used to increase the compensation of Resident Assistants to include a fully-
paid-for, single-occupancy room, and

Whereas.  The importance of Resident Assistants has been recognized as an essential part of the first-year
experience and, subsequently, retention; both of which are enumerated in Vision Ohio’s



6. Guiding Principles four and six, and

7. Whereas.  Anincrease in compensation will surely alow the Department of Residence Life to recruit and
8. retain quality Resident Assistants, therefore be it

9. Resolved:  That the Ohio University Student Senate applauds the Department of Residence Lifefor its
10. efforts to improve the first-year experience through its commitment to attracting and retaining
11. quality Resident Assistants, and further be it

12. Resolved:  That Student Senate strongly urges those involved in the Strategic Budget Planning Process to

13. accept this proposal, and further be it

14. Resolved:  That copies of this resolution be sent to, but not limited to: Ms. Judith Piercy, Assistant Vice

15. President for Student Affairs and Interim Director of Residence Life, Dr. Kent Smith, Vice

16. President of Student Affairs, Mr. William Decatur, Vice President for Finance and

17. Administration and Co-chair of the Budget Planning Council, Dr. Kathy Krendl, Provost of
18. Ohio University and Co-chair of the Budget Planning Council, Mr. James Sand, Assistant

19. Director of Residence Life, Ms. Jenny Hall-Jones, Assistant Director of Residence Life, Ms.
20. Christine Reghetti-Feyler, Assistant Director of Residence Life, Dr. Matthew White, Chair:

21. Enrollment Management Advisory Committee, Dr. John Day, Associate Provost for Academic
22. Budget and Planning, Dr. Darrell Winefordner, Interim Assistant Vice President for Budget
23. Planning.

Commissioner Diehl: Good evening everyone. Theissue of RA compensation is not
only important to me, asan RA, but it is essential to the fulfillment of the Mission of
Ohio University: “Ohio University holds asits central purpose the intellectual and
PERSONAL development of its students.” Personal development. Asaresidential
campus, the University relies heavily on the Department of Residence Life and the
Residence Hall experience to achieve this mission.

The five goals of the Department: Health and Safety, Scholarship, Student Devel opment,
Citizenship, and Diversity reflect its commitment to devel oping students and outline its
plan for achieving that development. Unfortunately, however great a plan they may have
isirrelevant should it lack proper implementation. Thisiswhere Resident Assistants
comein. They provide the programming initiatives to support and reflect the goals the
Department wishes to emphasize. They help students cope with being on their own for
thefirst timein their lives. They mediate disputes among residents resulting from issues
that may seem trivial, such as getting your roommate to shower regularly, or incredibly
vital, like taking a depressed student to a counselor in residence. The University wants
each floor section to serve as asmall community and in many cases RAs are largely
responsible for the success or failure of that initiative.

It should follow, then, that Resident Assistants be the premier leaders on this campus.
While we would all like for thisto be the case, you and | both know that it’s not. Please
don’t mistake this as an attack on the Department of Residence Life becauseit’snot. The
fact of the matter isthat we've all had, or know a close friend who's had, an RA that was
not up to with the expectations placed upon them. And yes these are very lofty
expectations to be placing on college students. 1n essence, you are responsible for 20 —
30 students' first-year experience at college.

With that kind of responsibility, we certainly want the most qualified leaders on campus
to be Resident Assistants but the fact of the matter iswe can’t attract them. The
compensation package offered by the University is simply inadequate when you compare



it to the amount of money you could be making per hour elsewhere in the City and
especially when you compare it to similar positions at similar institutions.

VISION Ohio Guiding Principle 8 states that “ our continuing success requires judgments
about and selective investment in initiatives that will advance our mission.” Selective
investment. Right now, afirst year resident assistant receives 61% off of a standard
singleroom. That amounts to $1,062 per quarter and $3,186 per year. They also receive
astipend of $713 per quarter, or $2,139 per year bringing the whole package to $5,218.

$646,000 Combined salary of the 9 assistant football coaches at Ohio University
$350,000 That isthe approximate amount requested by the Department of Residence
Life to fund thisinitiative

Selective investment in the initiatives that will advance our mission...

| reserve the balance of my time.

Senator Smith: | encourage you all to support this resolution. RAs serve acrucia rolein
thefirst year college experience. We need to recruit quality studentsfor RAs. There are
lots of students contributing to Residence Life in other ways, but the current
compensation isn’'t worth the amount of work they’re expected to do. | love my time as
an RA. Thisinitiative can do wonders for the department’s image; right now it’s seen as
the part of campus that doesn’t appropriately recognize employees for the work they do.
Please show RAs they’ re appreciated.

Senator Noble: As Chris said, there will be a $713 stipend per quarter. At the University
of Maryland, RAsreceive single rooms and meal plans. At Northern lowa, they receive
free room and board, with a $120 stipend. At Florida, a single room, $250 every two
weeks, and $200 on meal cards. I’'m not an RA, because | was discouraged by the lack of
compensation. | encourage you to vote yes on this resolution.

Senator Pollard: Fellow senators, tonight we vote on a very important resol ution that
affects both us and our constituents. Vote to increase residence life compensation. Why
have we neglected RA’ s on campus? Think back to your freshman year; who was the
one person you could look to for help and advice on university issues? The freshman
experience isinfluenced by the quality of our RAs. They are the essential building blocks
for students to develop. RAs are responsible for programming that devel ops students
higher faculties. Learning is enhanced by creating communities. The quality of RAs
directly influences the quality of the education experience. | urge you to support this
resolution.

Senator Bell: Where's the $350,000 coming from?

Commissioner Diehl: From the Vision Ohio realignment. | believe Morgan can tell us
more about that.

President Allen: Vision Ohio was areallocation of funds throughout the university,
which created a pot of money used to further three funding priorities: undergrad, grad,
and faculty. | serve on the committee that decides how to spend that money. This
resolution will be going to that committee.

Commissioner Wemer: How many residents are currently employed on campus?
Commissioner Diehl: 260
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Commissioner Wemer: Isthat 100% filled?

Commissioner Diehl: Yes. Residence Life generally maintains a pool of applicants for
RAswho resign or study abroad. But it's a very small pool.

Senator Smith: And that’s depleted, it's empty.

Commissioner Estok: So Resident Assistants would receive afully-paid single
occupancy with a $750 month stipend?

Commissioner Diehl: Many universities include a small stipend with full board and
food.

Senator Noble: All of these schools give free meal plans.

Commissioner Diehl: And also asmall stipend.

Commissioner Estok: Do Resident Assistants currently get ameal plan?
Commissioner Diehl: No.

Senator Bell: Arethe institutions researched Ohio University peer institutions?

Dr. Smith: If this passes and Residence Life receives funding, in comparison to our peer
institutions, we' d be middle of pack. Of 39 institutions in the state of Ohio, we arein the
bottom tier. We'd be in the middle at best with this money.

Senator Bell: So RAswho are in doubles now, this would move them to singles?
Commissioner Diehl: RAsareall out of doubles now.

Senator Smith: Before only ARAs had doubles, but now they’ ve all been moved to
singles.

Senator Bell: All of my Resident Assistants are in doubles.

Senator Smith: They shouldn’t be.

President Allen: Any more questions?

Motion to vote. Second. 32 in favor. One opposed. Motion passes. Abstentions: none.

Sen. Res. 0607-21

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE PROPOSAL TO FENCE IN AND CHARGE ADMISSION TO THE
2007 ATHENS HALLOWEEN CELEBRATION

Whereas. The Athens City Council is currently reading ordinance number ----, which  includes an option
to fence in and charge admission to Court Street and surrounding area for the 2007 Halloween
celebration, and

Whereas. the primary reasons for enacting said ordinance include the promotion of safety and diversion of
annual cost, and

Whereas. |If enacted, the relatively controlled atmosphere of the current celebration would spread to
unregulated side streets, thus creating a potentially unsafe environment, and

Whereas. Such afence would restrict pedestrian travel, creating further safety concerns, and

Whereas. The charging of guests of the residents on Court Street could potentially violate the
freedom of association, questioning the legality of the proposed action, and

Whereas. The City of Athens hasfailed to implement or consider possible alternativesto aleviate cost,
Therefore be it

10. Resolved: That the Ohio University Student Senate opposes the City of Athens proposal to erect

afence and charge admission to the 2007 Halloween celebration, and further be it

11. Resolved: That Student Senate provides support to the investigation of viable alternatives in order

to .alleviate said financial burden, and further beit



12. Resolved: That copies of this resolution be sent to, but not limited to: Carol Patterson;, Jim
Sands;, Paul Wiehl;, Nancy Bain, Bojinka Bishop;, Amy Flowers;, Deborah Phillips;,
Bill Bias;, Ric Abel,; Pat McGeeg, Director of CSLS Dr. Kent Smith, Vice President of
Student Affairs; Dr. Roderick Mcdavis, President of Ohio University

Sponsors:

Mr. Timothy Vonville
Commissioner for Off-Campus Life

Ms. Amanda Estok
Commissioner for City and County Affairs

Mr. Bob Redd
Commissioner for Sate and Federal Affairs

Ms. Sara Radcliffe
Senator for Off-Campus Life

Mr. Will Wemer
Commissioner for LGBT Affairs

Ms. Diane Skala
Senator for Off-Campus Life

Ms. Amanda roder
Commissioner for University Life

Ms. Gabrielle Smith
Senator for the South Green

Ms. Gretchen Cataline
Senator for the College of Communication

Mr. Patrick Heery
Commissioner for Academic Affairs

Ms. Meg Sanderson
Senator At-Large

Mr. Jimmy Dyer
Senator for Off-Campus Life

Ms. Lindsay Zelek-Thompson
Senator for Off-Campus Life

Commissioner Vonville: Thisresolution isin response to city Ordinance 03-07 to erect a
fence around the perimeter of Court St. and charge admission to generate funds. While
this ordinance is mined with good intentions, it is at a detriment to students. Among the
many, multi-faceted problems with the fence are its legality, and the fees charged. Rights
are being infringed upon. The City has said before all of usthat it will not charge
residents of Court Street. However, when we questioned if this violated the residents
right to freedom of association, the city failed to disprove this. What measures will be
taken to secure all of Athens, not just those in the celebration on Court Street. The
problems with this plan outweigh its benefits. City Council has been blatantly



irresponsible, and is not answering our questions. Thisis harmful to our student
constituency.

Commissioner Estok: The biggest problem we're facing is that the fence will deter the
Halloween crowd to other areas of city, and create an influx on side streets, like Mill,
Palmer, and High Street. Thiswould require an increase in security to monitor additional
activity, and an increase in security means increased funding. We are questioning
whether the city will generate enough revenue from the fence to offset their costs. Is
charging students worth it?

Commissioner Redd: Tonight we need to take a strong look at thisissue. | researched
Madison and Athens, my information is taken from the 2000 US Census. The University
of Wisconsin has 41,000 undergrads. Madison’s population is 22,000, excluding
students. 33,000 students are required to live off-campus, in every area of city. Itis
unfair to compare our cities. Madison’s Halloween is double the size of Athens
Halloween. 75% of studentsin Athenslive within afive-block radius. Students would
not attend the Court Street party with an admission; instead they would go to parties on
Mill, North Congress, and Washington. The city will lose money and students won't go.
The city must also protect students as private residents. Other options like a 50/50 raffle,
concert, or beer garden have been regjected. With this plan, there is no return on
investment. All will lose money with this proposal. Please vote yes on this resolution.
Senator Radcliffe: I’d like to address the safety, or lack thereof, of this plan. Getting
from one side of Court St to the other is already a hassle. Now students will have to go
from Washington to Stimpson just to get around the fence. These areas are not well lit,
and people will resort to trying to cut through alleys, which is obviously an increased risk
of danger. Also, how will ambulances get to Court Street? How will police cars get from
one sideto other in ahurry? This plan increases safety risks.

Commissioner Wemer: | looked in the Badger Herald, which is Madison’ s independent
student newspaper. Last year, 35,000 students bought wristbands at $5 each, but
attendance at Halloween was estimated between 80,000-100,000, which is a clear decline
in attendance. In a memo from the mayor of Madison that Morgan shared with me, page
two calls the event a success, in that there was “no injury, physical damage, no pepper
spray, orderly dispersal, responsible public info campaigns.” | would argue that Athens
reaches at least five of these without a fence. Why is the fence merited?

Vice President Crites. Can you clarify for us what freedom of association means?
Commissioner Vonville: Freedom of association isincluded in the First Amendment;
it's along the same lines as Freedom of Assembly. Thiswas brought up with
Councilwoman Patterson last week. For example, if someone in Skyview wanted to
bring afriend, they would still be charged. We guestioned the legality of this, but
Patterson did not answer, nor did other members of council. Thisisstill alegal concern.
Senator Feldman: Did city council answer any questions or provide clarifications at the
council meeting that Patterson did not at the Senate presentation?

Commissioner Estok: | presented questions and got blank stares. Council wasn’t
allowed to answer back.

Senator Feldman: So there was no clarification?

Commissioner Vonville: It was basically what we heard last week.

President Allen: Council works like Student Speakout, they can only hear our concerns,
not respond to them. Any more questions?



Motion to vote. Second. All in favor. None opposed. Motion passes. Abstentions: none.

ITEMSFOR DISCUSSION

A. Smoking Policy, Senator Golby: Last Thursday | met with Trinnes and Koons, we
had a chance to meet and discuss our goals and thoughts on the smoking policy. Terry
said classes have research ideas and what students think, | can send out those
PowerPoints over the listserv. Some of our ideas were things like larger perimeters
around doors of residence halls, this affects students whose windows are over doorways
to residence halls where people smoke, also students walking through smoke to get into
residence halls. Another was stricter enforcement at doors to academic buildings, as well
as Morton Hill and Jeff Hill. Another was a smoking cessation, offering support for
students trying to quit who don’t have the means to do so. We talked about the feasibility
of enforcing these potential policies, would it fall under Res Life or OUPD? We're
forming a committee, and we' d like to include potential enforcement agents on this
committee to get their view; would they be able or have the means to enforce these
policies? 1'd like to get Senate’ s thoughts on the strictness of these policies.
Commissioner Wemer: Any time we handle substance abuse policies with the
university, something comes down harsher than we expected, like the alcohol policy.
WE're not sure yet about marijuana. I’ m reluctant to push for a substance ban with our
history with administration making bans harsher than Senate would like.

Commissioner Diehl: We do currently have a smoking policy in the Guide to
Residential Living. Smoking is prohibited in residence halls. If astudent is asked to
move from smoking at an entrance, they must do so, or they’re asked again by an RA. If
they still will not move, the university will charge you a B-8, which is one step below an
alcohol offense. I’'m not in favor of changing the current policy, but I’'m open to offer
classes to students trying to quit. The problem is funding, and being understaffed. This
would require money for staff and programs.

Senator Golby: In response to Will’s comment, the game plan isn’t to ban smoking from
campus. We're exploring options in response to the November vote on Smoke-Free Ohio.
Asatour guide, parents ask me if people on campus smoke. This doesn’t look favorable
to potential students. A new policy will not step on the freedoms of smokers, aswell as
students who have aright to clean air. Some ideas from other universitiesinclude
smoking huts or specified areas for smoking only. These would be well-lit, general
designated areas with overhangs for residence halls. Terry suggested designating a
smoking entrance to residence halls. We're still in the early stages of our thought process
and exploring options.

Senator Ford: Commissioner Diehl, does the current policy cover smoking outside of
academic buildings?

Commissioner Diehl: It only coversresidence halls.

Senator Ford: | think that could be something to add to the existing policy.

Senator Parrish: Wouldn’t the current law protect that?

President Allen: I’'m not sure.

Commissioner Wemer: It s specified in Issue 5 that there is an exemption for university
buildings.

President Allen: Thank you. See Aaron if you'd like to talk more.



B. New standing committees and policy review, President Allen: This concerns a
solicitation policy for student workers. No business can solicit to student workers. We'll
be talking tomorrow. It mostly concerns faculty and administrator, but student workers
areincluded, and that’s our area of concern.

Commissioner Diehl: Does that include businesses seeking recruits?

President Allen: It places restrictions on solicitation of employees. Thisjust came up,
there’'s more info on the website. | would appreciate some help on thisissue since | don’t
know much about it. We'retalking on Friday, | just wanted to give you aheads up, it's
something we should be concerned about

C. Halloween Fee, Commissioner Diehl: 1'd like to get opinions from people not
coming to the resolution writing meeting. Any ideas? 1I'll take that to mean you're all
coming.

Senator Feldman: I'll go out on alimb and say | think the fee is a good idea. Write-ups
are always about out-of-towners. They make the mess, or at |least theillegal mess. A $25
charge isreasonable for al the work the RAs have to do, that OUPD has to do. Offsetting
these costsisn’t bad thing.

Senator Parish: | think the fee seems steep for a starter. Most people didn’t mind the
fee, just the price. | would suggest alower fee.

Commissioner Vonville: The biggest problem when I’ ve talked to my classesis that the
feeis steep. It sfifty-fifty: half would like to have it. But where’s money going to? It's
not going to RAs. Chris, have you heard anything from RAs about their feelings?
Commissioner Diehl: Most are in favor, aslong asit doesn’t create more work for RAS,
like longer rounds, or having to stay later at the desk. Also, would these lead to more
problems on the greens, or parties in dorms? Those questions won't be answered until
implementation.

Commissioner Wemer: | don’t usually bring guests, but Halloween does inconvenience
peopleinresidence halls. | think to have afeeisfine, the problem isthe lack of student
voicein this decison. We could have compromised on the cost.

Commissioner Diehl: Isthat how | should frame the resolution?

Treasurer Mckenney: I'mfor it. The university is fronting money to make Halloween
safer each year for an event they don't officially acknowledge. They’re not just taking
money because they’re sick of paying. Maybe the fee will improve behavior in the
dorms.

Vice President Crites. Were you writing the resolution against the fee?

Commissioner Diehl: | wasn’t sure.

Vice President Crites: Because if you were saying we were against or opposing the fee,
| would oppose. | don't think $25 is too steep, but we can research that. The resolution
could be framed by the allocation of money after the fact. If we get our foot in door on
that, we can make sure we are on the top end of deciding where the money goes.
Obviously to offset costs, but we could figure out a beneficial way to use money. When |
was a freshman, it was annoying because 20 people would call me to come down for
Halloween. | think afeeisagood out for students.

Senator Bell: Last week when the article came out in the Athens News about the feg, |
had mixed feelings. | went to my residence hall, and on Thursday residentsin the hall



were against afee. | asked my RAs, they’ re worried about how they would implement
registering guests and collecting money. Right now it’s not explained well. How much
more work would it create for RAS?

Commissioner Roder: So, hypothetically, guest would be paying $25 for the room, $10
for the fence, plus parking. So that’s around $45 for guests. | think that’s still too high.
Senator Parrish: | would encourage you all to talk to people who are sophomores or
freshmen, people who will be here next year and in the future when these plans are
implemented.

Commissioner Vonville: | understand wanting to offset costs, but is charging people the
end all solution?

Parliamentarian: Peoplein my residence halls are not opposed, but they thought $25
was high. They would be willing to split the fee with their guests, and were not against it
after | explained the university’s costs.

Commissioner Wemer: Thisisacity of Athensthing that the university is caught up in.
Is 25 too steep? We could argue the socio-economics of who comes and who doesn’t.
$25isn’t too much to ask for the university’s reputation being trashed every year.
Commissioner Roder: Can we take a straw poll?

Commissioner Diehl: What would be the question, are we opposed to the fee or not?
Commissioner Wemer: Yes, we applaud the decision, or no we condemn it.

President Allen: Isthis necessary?

Vice President Crites: | don't think it’s necessary. When the resolution is up, we'll
vote.

Commissioner Roder: | just wanted to take a poll to go toward writing the resol ution.
President Allen: Okay, let’ stake a poll on taking straw poll. Raise your hand on taking
astraw poll about thisissue.

16 in favor, 11 againgt, 1 abstention.

President Allen: We will take the poll. What question? Do we like idea of the fee or
not?

Commissioner Adeyanju: | think we should include the option that we like the fee but
not the cost.

Senator Feldman: It'sjust to get a rough idea of where people stand.

Vice President Crites: Dr. Smith, right now, isthe fee apolicy yet? How hard-lineis
the $25?

Dr Smith: It'sdone. We would like feedback from the committee on how to implement
this. | personally don’'t want to have a committee for the sake of having a committee.

I’m willing to receive recommendation of $12.50 per day for guests as long as the
committee shows how to implement it. | would receive and be willing to consider that.
Vice President Crites: Then | don’t think it’s necessary to vote because this is hard-set.
Senator Feldman: | think the resolution should focus on the implementation rather than
the fee, then; we can mention our disappointment over the lack of student input, but it'sa
waste of time to write a resolution on something that’s already done.

Treasurer Mckenney: | think it’s important as a student body to say whether we support
this or don't.



Senator Feldman: That could be a section of the resolution then, but not the bulk. We
should focus on what we can work on.

President Allen: So for the straw poll: write aresolution either not supporting the fee, or
supporting the fee, but not supporting that Student Senate was not involved?

Senator Bell: | recommend we vote for or against the policy.

President Allen: Okay, the questionis: are you in favor of a $25 fee for Halloween?

Poll taken. 18 infavor, 9 against, 6 abstentions.

President Allen: Questions? Final comments?

Dr. Smith: | feel compelled to say something, because | feel like there are arrows at me
on thisissue. | applaud your honest feedback and assessment. This decision was not
arrived at easily. | receive your comments, and look forward to feedback. Debate is what
auniversity is about. We as administrators should have more open dialogue with

students. We shouldn’t agree on everything; if we do, we're looking at the wrong issues.
Thisisnot easy. Thisisabout looking at issues together. | applaud your effort. Continue
to voice your concerns and represent your constituents whether you agree or disagree. It's
good to have continuous debate and dialogue.

ROUNDTABLE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Vice President Crites. C&D Rules and Procedures please meet after.

Commissioner Heery: Subgroup moderators from Retention and Diversity forum: please
type your notes and send to me by Friday at noon.

Commissioner Vonville: Thanks for supporting the resolution, but that doesn’t end the
issue. Please come Monday night at 7pm to the City Council meeting, 3“ floor of City
Hall across from parking garage. Tell your classes, friends, and constituents.
Commissioner Roder: Please check the message board. There are alot of good
guestions being asked that I’m not able to answer.

Commissioner Diehl: Thanks for voting on the RA resolution. Please come Sunday at 9
to help write Halloween Fee resolution. I'll send an email on our position.

President Allen: Forum tomorrow from 2-6pm, presentation 4:30 in Walter Rotunda
about future of university. Please come check it out.

ROLL CALL

ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn. Motion passes. The meeting was adjourned at 9:09pm.



