
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
The agenda was agreed to I. Call to Order; II. Roll Call; III. Student Speakout; IV. One Minutes; V. 
Presentations; VI. Adoption of Minutes; VII. Additions to the Agenda; VIII. Officers’  Reports; A. 
President: Morgan Allan, B. Vice President: Paul Crites, C. Treasurer: Molly McKenney; IX., Executive 
Cabinet Reports, A. External Chief of Staff: Josh Garguilo, B. Internal Chief of Staff: Stefanie Skaggs, C. 
SDS Director: Stephanie Pleli, D. Staff Not on the Agenda; X. Advisor’s Report: Dr. Kent Smith; XI. 
Senator’s Reports, A. Academic Affairs: Patrick Heery, B. Black Affairs: Michael Adeyanju, C. City and 
Council Affairs: Amanda Estok, D. International Affairs: Adam Fardy, E. LGBT Affairs: Will Wemer, F. 
Minority Affairs: Tristan Walker, G. Off-Campus Life: Tim Vonville, H. Residence Life: Chris Diehl, I. 
State and Federal Affairs: Rob Redd, J. Student Activities: Tyler Gettermeyer, K. University Life: Amanda 
Roder, L. Women’s Affairs: Lee Robbins; XII. Committee Reports; XIII. Old Business; XIV. New 
Business; XB. Roundtable and Announcements; XVI. Roll Call. XVII. Adjournment 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. 
 

ROLL CALL 
2005-2006 Ohio University Student Senate 

EXECUTIVES  PRESENT ABSENT PROXY 
President Morgan Allen X   
Vice President Paul Crites X   
Treasurer Molly McKenney   X 
EXECUTIVE STAFF     
External Chief of Staff Josh Garguilo X   
Internal Chief of Staff Stefanie Skaggs X   
Parliamentarian Emily Shuki X   
COMMISSIONERS     
Academic Affairs Patrick Heery X   
Black Affairs Michael Adeyanju X   
City & County Amanda Estok   X 
International Affairs Adam Fardy   X 
LGTB Will Wemer X   
Minority Affairs Tristan Walker   X 
OCL Tim Vonville X   
Residence Life Chris Diehl X   
State & Federal Bob Redd X   
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Student Activities Tyler Gattermeyer   X 
University Life Amanda Roder X   
Women©s Affairs Lee Robbins X   
SENATORS     
At-Large Dave Ford   X  
At-Large Mark Skirtich X   
At-Large Matt Bell X   
At-Large Meg Sanderson X   
At-Large Meghan Hanrahan X   
Arts & Science Steve Parish X   
Business Bobby Martin  X  
Communication Gretchen Cataline X   
Education Cherish Odom X   
Engineering Robert Sampson  X  
Fine Arts Vacant    
Health & Human Alison Ungar X   
HTC Jayme Feldman X   
Osteopathic Utkarsh Achorya  X   
University Sayward Schuette   X 
Greek Life Kat Allen X   
East Green Aaron Golby X   
East Green Jarrod Pollard X   
South Green Gabrielle Smith X   
South Green Zach Noble X   
West Green Ashton Finical X   
West Green Sarah Kostiha    X 
OCL Diane Skala X   
OCL Jimmy Dyer X   
OCL Lindsay Zelek-Thompson X   
OCL Adam Barbato X   
OCL Sara Radcliff X   
 

STUDENT SPEAKOUT 
Allen (?) of SDS: I am here to speak about two things; one thing is SDS related and one 
thing is not. A lot of people here have athletics on their mind. Basically, I feel that this 
university needs a new president. Students’  rights have declined since he came to this 
school, first with the alcohol policy, which included no student input before 
implementation. This is not how a university should run, we need to be consulted. Now 
for the athletics decision: if this university has a problem, we need to be open about it. 
We have thousands of alumni who contribute millions, and I know that the building of 
the new Baker Center came from different funds, but if we can build that we should be 
able to pay for sports. Robert Walter (this hall is named after his wife), they’ve given 
millions. We should consult alumni for money. I ask you to debate and pass a resolution 
of no confidence in this president and to appoint a new one in his place. The only way to 
replace these teams is for a new president. There is something that can be done, we can 



get new leadership that doesn’ t hide behind Culter Hall and misinform students. That’s 
all about that.  
 
The next item is SDS related: hearing boards. I’ve sat on dozens, and one problem that 
I’ve noticed, although it can’ t be proven, is that Residence Life officials on the board lead 
to a bias that is against students. If an RA is on a hearing board, who is a student to 
believe? It’s not something that can be proven but I think it’s a bias that needs to be 
addressed. Finally, I think we need to give something to inspire students to sign up for the 
board. 
 
Mark Gaffney: Hello everyone, I am a senior and I attended the Town Hall meeting on 
Friday that spoke about Halloween and the residence hall fee. The only thing that’s a 
feasible option is to create money to replace these fees and to start a committee to discuss 
this. At the meeting I talked about being an RA for 2 Halloweens and I’ve also been the 
person to design two democratic student campaigns. I might not be around this Fall when 
they’ re up for election again, but I can tell you that students aren’ t happy with this fence 
idea and I’m really glad that you went to the City Council and made a resolution 
discussing it. Keep it up! I love two parties in Athens; one is the Democratic Party and 
one’s Halloween. 
 
Cy Moser , captain of the Men’s Swim Team: The decision made by the Athletic 
Department to cut 4 sports, I just want to speak on the impact. It’ s hard to explain the 
impact unless you were in the room when the decision was read you can’ t understand. 
The reason these kids came here was to represent their sports and their teams, as well as 
this school. Many of President McDavis’  goals, such as diversity with out of state 
students, are represented in the Men’s Swim team; over 50 % of our team is from out of 
state. Also, our G.P.A. is somewhere around .2 higher than the general student body’s. 
Many of the goals that President McDavis has are being achieved by the Men’s Swim 
team. In order to comply to keep programs, there were so many other options. I resent 
hearing them say this was a last option. I’d love to see this resolution pass this evening.  
 
Nick Fiorelli, Alpha Phi Omega: .I’m just going to give a brief introduction for next 
week, when I will show a Power Point presentation. We’ re running a 5k in March, and 
this year we’ re working with an organization called Invisible Children. It was started by 3 
kids who went to Africa after they graduated high school. They ended up in Ghana, 
where they discovered a situation where children are being kidnapped in order to serve as 
soldiers. Children from the ages of 4-12 have been taken from their homes, desensitized, 
and 10 % have even had to kill their own parents. This organization raises money to help 
these kids. We’ re going to work with them. I’ ll be back next week with a presentation.  
 
(?) President of Student Athletic Advisory Committee: I would like to speak out about 
the problem with the Athletic Department. I was directly affected when they cut the 
Men’s team; it was like I lost brothers. The worst part was the conduct in which it was 
done. I’m the president of this committee and I had no idea about any of the financial 
burdens within the department. No student awareness was achieved, and, as far as we 
were concerned we thought the Athletic Department was on the up-rise, what with the 



football team going to the bowl game. This was a huge form of disrespect; no other 
options were explored, and id like to speak on behalf of you passing this resolution 
tonight, but also that you form a committee to explore other alternatives, perhaps adding 
another women’s team or coming up with another way to help the school that explores 
other alternatives, perhaps add another women’s team, help school solve their financial 
problems some other way.  
 

ONE MINUTES 
Par liamentar ian Shuki: Sign up for the intern dinner. I’ ll pass a sheet around. The 
interns are looking for folding tables that they can use. Contact Elaine or write it on the 
back of the sign up sheet if you have one that we can borrow. We need them by 
Wednesday. Thanks!  
 
Senator  Bell: Regarding the athletic situation, Robert Walter, who is the alumni 
president for the D.C. area, published an article in The Post today. He is a former Track 
and Field team member. He said that the Alumni Association is very disappointed that 
neither they nor students were involved in this decision. He was really supportive of what 
we’ re doing. I also called Senator Voinovich’s office, he is OU alum as well and he is 
going to call me back. Finally, I called the new governor’s Chief of Staff, who is also an 
OU alum and he and I are going to set up a meeting as well.  
 
Commissioner  Roder : I have been asked to start a Free Speech Zone on Campus 
committee. I’ ll pass around a sheet to see who’s interested.  
 
Senator  Feldman:  Just a reminder for the not so traditional shuffle we’ re doing. Make 
sure you put your toiletry products in my mailbox or in Senator Cataline’s. Put all money 
in sealed envelopes. We need it by the weekend of February 9th. Thank you all for 
signing up. 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
There were no presentations.  
 

ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES  
President Allen: Motion to adopt the minutes. Motion passes.   
 

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 
President Allen: Res. 0607-25, a budget resolution, was tabled last week. I propose that 
we add it on to old business. Motion passes.  
 

OFFICER’S REPORTS 
Morgan Allen, President:  
I had a constituent’s lunch last Thursday with the heads of all senates, we discussed 
several issues.  BPC hearings will continue for the rest of the next couple weeks. In 
regard to the Town Hall meeting, I appreciate everyone who went. There will be an 



upcoming board meeting for the Center for Student Legal Services. I had an awesome 
meeting with standards regarding the drug policy. If you want to give input, please do!  
 
This week I also went to the Women in Leadership meeting and went to a collegiate 
readership program that was really interesting.  
 
Today I sent an email to President McDavis to tell him that I was frustrated with how the 
athletic decision was made and the obvious issue of shared governance here. I asked to 
meet with him immediately, and I will be meeting with him tomorrow at 11. Graduate 
Student Senate President Dominic Barbato will also attend the meeting. Friday I am 
meeting with a potential election board chair. Come watch the Super Bowl at my house! 
I’ ll send out a reminder. End of report. 
 
Paul Cr ites, Vice President: 
I spent much of the last week working on recruitment for Student Trustees. I sat in on 
SAC meeting, went to the Town Hall meeting, and a semesters vs. quarters meeting; 
hopefully we will have the research compiled by next week. There will be a mass email 
going out tomorrow from Micah with PDF applications for the Student Trustees 
positions. Finally I will be sending letters to the Deans encouraging them to nominate 
students for these positions. Dr. Smith and I spent time preparing the rules changes for 
the upcoming Senate election, and we will discuss this next week. End or report. 
 
Molly McKenny, Treasurer : 
Hello everyone, sorry I could not be here tonight; I am conducting audits for student 
organizations with SAC tonight.  The current SAC balance is $106,278.19 and the current 
Student Senate balance is $28,1234.13 and that is true and accurate to the best of my 
knowledge.  End of report. 
 
 

EXECUTIVE CABINET REPORTS 
Josh Garguilo, External Chief of Staff 
This week I met with my intern Janelle. The interns will be handing out water next week 
at Ping for Senate Awareness Week. The Pepsi donor is not giving out Pepsi donations 
this quarter; we’ ll do a budget proposal for that. We will also be handing out hot 
chocolate at College Gate on Monday from 12-5 pm.  
 
I met with the Media Relations Director and we will be sending out press kids for our 
presentation from Jimmy Stewart next week. Once again, if you would like to run an ad 
on Cat Vision, please get a hold of the Media Relations Director. 
 
This week I also worked with PR on advertising in the Post. Speak Out flyers have our 
logo from the back of our shirts of them; we will put these up in classrooms.  
 
Finally, we have the Folletts wall on 2/11, 3/10, 4/1 and 5/13 if you would like to display 
anything on there. Remember to wear your shirts for Senate Awareness Week next week! 
End of report.  



 
Stefanie Skaggs, Internal Chief of Staff 
Hi everyone.  I hope you are having a great week!  This week I attended the town hall 
meeting and thought that it was very interesting.  I also went on the lighting walk, which 
was cold but great. 
 
I am going to pass out a sign up sheet for senate members to speak about senate—what 
we do, how to get involved, and student speak-out.  The organizations have been a bit 
slow to get back to me, so if you are in an organization and can speak out about senate 
next week, just mark it down so I know not to send them another email! Thanks! End of 
report. 
 
Stephanie Pleli, SDS Director   
I know you heard Allen speak already, but to reiterate we are looking to options for 
reviewing standards to come up with incentives to get students to work on the Hearing 
Board. If you have any ideas please stop by the office! Also, the drug policy, we’ ll talk 
about that, if you have any points for the resolution please let me know! End of report. 
 
Staff Not on the Agenda   
There was no staff not on the agenda.  
 

ADVISOR’S REPORT 
Dr. Kent Smith 
No report.  
 

COMMISSIONER REPORTS 
Patr ick Heery, Academic Affairs 
Senator Parish helped draft the resolution we had up last Wednesday concerning the 
residence hall Halloween guest fee.  He met with a high-achieving, out of state female 
student to discuss her thoughts on the transfer process.  He assisted with the lighting 
walk.  This week, he is also assisting with the Career Services Asst. Director search.   
 
Senator Marvin spoke with Mike Bila and will soon find out when the weekly meetings 
are of the group leaders in the CoB.  He also began some organization of the peer 
mentorship materials in an effort to see what direction the program is taking and what 
requires improvement.  
  
Senator Cataline worked on the resolution we had up last Wednesday, the resolution 
addressing student representation on the university’s committee on academic calendar 
and system.  She conducted research into OSU for the semesters vs. quarters committee.  
She attended the Enrollment Management meeting and a student leader meeting within 
the College of Communication.  Last Sunday, she led the meeting of the semesters vs. 
quarters committee meeting.  She participated in the lighting walk.  She, Commissioner 
Diehl and I met to discuss and write the semesters vs. quarters survey.   
             



Senator Odom had a meeting with her peer mentors.  They planned a social for March 4.  
They also planned a professional development and LiveText training.  She has been 
searching for some potential mentors who might take over her position as director for 
peer mentoring program.  Two candidates have emerged thus far.   
 
Senator Ungar is waiting on replies about the mentoring programs.  She attended a 
meeting of a student organization within her college called FFCS (family and consumer 
science).  They are trying to determine ways to involve more students.  
 
Senator Feldman worked on student Academic Honesty committee projects, specifically 
the application form and selection process.  Her committee met this past Friday.  I 
attended this meeting as well.  She proxied for the SAC meeting on Friday.   
 
Senator Schuette reported that University College will not be pursuing Pizza with the 
Dean but it will be resurrecting the BSS banquet.  I have asked Senator Schuette to 
request that the banquet have time set aside for policy discussion, since the entire 
intention was to provide students with an opportunity to hold their administration 
accountable.  Senator Schuette will be helping with the planning of the event.  This week, 
she has been helping with the Career Services Asst. Director search.  She also has a 
meeting with Pam Drake in Housing to discuss disability housing.  Finally, she is 
continuing her work with the Women’s Affairs Commission.   
 
Currently the OUCOM is planning for its annual DOC Awards which is conducted every 
year to recognize distinguished OUCOM faculty and students.  The event will take place 
in the coming month and is cosponsored by the OUCOM student government and Sigma 
Sigma Phi Medical Honor Society.  Senator Acharya has been appointed to a committee 
charged with investigating a potentially new venue for the event and has been placed in 
charge of catering selection.  Currently, their student government met with their dean to 
discuss the possibility of obtaining more exposure.  Their dean already has an open forum 
system in which both the first and second year class can communicate with him once 
every quarter through a session known as "Dean©s Hour", however students 
communicated the need for more exposure.  Otherwise, they recently discussed the need 
for a new parking policy as less than fifty percent of first and second year students have a 
parking pass.  Lastly, he discussed with the Osteopathic student government the success 
of the OUCOM presentation delivered by two second year students and have suggested 
that the next OUCOM Senator be responsible for carrying on the trend, hoping to make 
an annual OUCOM presentation to the Student Senate and thereby augmenting visibility 
on campus.  
 
Intern Brianna served as a proxy for Senator Schuette last Wednesday.  She did some 
reading for the student academic honesty committee.  She and the other interns have been 
busy planning the senate dinner and brunch.   
 
At the UAAC meeting last Wednesday, I expressed senate’s support for the development 
of advisor evaluation, while arguing for the need and validity of such an instrument. I 
encountered a lot of the same resistance I have encountered over the last four years.  



When I said we needed a culture of value and accountability, one faculty member 
countered defensively with the question: “Are you implying that we do not already have a 
culture of accountability?”   I responded that not only was I implying that, but I was 
explicitly stating it.  The fact is that we do not have a system of accountability.  How 
could we if only a few departments have advising evaluations and thus most of the 
university is lacking in a mechanism for measurement?  That’s not even mentioning the 
fact that studies show significant student dissatisfaction with advising at OU.  If someone 
fears accountability, I would ask what they have to hide.  But I do think that given the 
increase in support for this initiative and the overall discussion that transpired at the 
UAAC meeting, the evaluation will go ahead as scheduled.  At least that is my hope.   
 
UAAC also announced its plan to accept applications for the Provost’s fund for 
professional development in advising.  This is another success on our part, as this fund 
and process stemmed completely from our resolution.  It should result in better trained 
and informed advisors without costing the institution too much money. 
 
I had a meeting with my HTC mentees this past Thursday and I participated in an HTC 
lunch for potential HTC students who were here to be interviewed for the college.  I 
attended the town hall meeting on Friday where I heard numerous concerns voiced.  The 
demonstration of passion and commitment by the student athletes was particularly 
moving.  I also considered the statement from the music student particularly apt as well.  
He stated that he is required for his major to perform and yet the only venue for 
performance, MemAud, charges almost $90,000 for just two nights of shows, leaving 
them very little money for staging, costumes, instruments, etc.  This University’s first 
priority must be its academic programs.  Simple as that.  If we are not supporting our 
students in their academic endeavors (particularly those which we require of them), how 
can we legitimately identify ourselves as an academic institution? 
 
I researched the University of Cincinnati for our semesters vs. quarters committee, and 
had the chance to speak with their provost and several other academic leaders.   I had a 
meeting with a student last Friday to discuss some environmental and energy concerns he 
had.  I also participated in the lighting walk on Sunday and attended the Student Athlete 
Advisory Committee meeting as a representative of the general fee advisory committee.  I 
had a chance to hear questions from students directed at the Athletics Director, and then 
had the opportunity to speak with him myself.  He insisted, despite my arguments and 
protest, that his decision not to include current students in the decision process was the 
correct one.  I ask you to support the resolution up tonight calling for accountability on 
this decision.  This action is symbolic of everything we are fighting against: decisions 
made behind doors without student input; the equation of the student with a dollar sign 
and no concern for the individual lives of the students.  I have no doubt that Kirby is a 
good person.  I also appreciate his candor.  But that candor should have happened before 
the decision was made.  So it’s little late, I think.  The fact is that, despite whatever his 
intentions may have been, and despite the fact that there are very serious financial issues 
to contend with, this process was flawed through and through.  I do not think it too strong 
a condemnation to call it an abomination of shared governance and student dignity. 
 



I had a meeting with Lee Robbins this past Monday to discuss women’s health and 
retention initiatives.  I am almost finished with the draft of our report from the diversity 
and retention forum.  When completed, I will be sending that to the subgroup moderators 
and the Ombuds office for review and editing. End of report. 
 
Michael Adeyanju, Black Affairs 
Good Evening, I hope everyone has had a good week and a good quarter. I want to start 
off talking about the Barber Shop.  I posed some locations to Dr. Geiger earlier this week 
that were on University property, for example the old clothing store in Nelson, and South 
Pole.  Dr. Geiger responded by saying that university property could not be used and that 
the Barber Shop would have to be held off campus.  He asked me once again if there 
were any students who wanted to go scout potential locations for the shop.  He said this 
would be more looking than actually scrutinizing and that he wanted this to happen 
before the end of the quarter.  I am trying to get a group of about 10 people to go and 
scout locations either on Friday since the university is closed or early next week before 
finals start.  I have some people who have already said they would like to go, so if 5 
people would like to come, please see me after the meeting. 
   
Next is our forum Students talking to Students: a forum on retention and diversity.  I have 
formally invited all the organizations I was asked to invite.  I have already started to 
receive acceptance emails from a lot of people and organizations.  Many people who I 
have spoken to are extremely excited about the forum, and I have actually had people 
stop me in the streets saying they were looking forward to coming and contributing 
ideas.  I believe that we will have more people than our original idea which is great, 
because that means more student input.  I can’ t wait for the forum in January and the 
great ideas that are going to come with it. 
   
I will be doing some end of the quarter meetings to just catch up with everyone, and to 
really make sure we are all on the same page.  I hope to gain a look into what needs to be 
carried over from this quarter to the next, some new ideas that should be looked into for 
winter, and finally I hope to look back on the success of this fall quarter. 
   
I want to thank everyone for a great Quarter; I think we have accomplished some good 
things.  I look forward to working with everyone next quarter; hope everyone has a good 
week.  Good luck on finals everyone, have a safe holiday break, and End of Report. 
   
Amanda Estok, City &  Council Affairs 
 
Adam Fardy, International Affairs 
 
Will Wemer, LGTB 
The marketing campaign for the Gender and Sexuality RLC is underway. Ohio.edu/lgbt 
now features a link on the front page for prospective students to sign up for more 
information on the program. I will also be scheduling meetings with faculty in the 
Sociology/Anthropology and Women’s Studies departments to hopefully send mailers to 
each incoming freshman in those majors. 



 
Pride Week Steering Committee meets tomorrow. All the events are finalized and the 
committee will begin to assist groups in the planning process. I’d like to thank 
Commissioner Gattermeyer and Treasurer McKinney for the help they’ve offered LGBT 
groups who are participating in Pride Week. 
 
The CAS review panel met on Monday and discussed the current state of the LGBT 
Programs Center. There remains a lot of anger among students, faculty and staff 
concerning the placement of the Programs Center in Campus Life. I expect to hear an 
official statement from President McDavis by the end of the week. If this does not occur, 
I will be asking the Senate to pass another resolution on this matter, in order to place 
increasing pressure on the Office of the President to act upon this issue. 
 
The meeting with Open Doors last week during Senate went very well. I fielded 
questions on current policies of the university including residence life policies on 
defamed literature on hallway doors, health insurance, the Ombuds office and the updated 
non-discrimination clause. The Open Doors meeting marked the beginning of my “winter 
rounds”  to all groups. 
 
I was honored this week to announce the court for the 2007 Queer Prom. The attendance 
at the event was over 200, breaking the previous record. I’d like to thank all Senate 
members that attended the event. Try to stay warm this week! End of report. 
 
Tr istan Walker , Minor ity Affairs 
Good evening all! This week, I’ve been looking into contacting out-of-state students in an 
effort to see ways we can improve life for them on campus. Concern was expressed that 
OU makes an effort to attract out-of-state students however, once they’ re here, they often 
feel isolated. During or diversity forum, there was also talk about possibly forming a 
group for out-of-state students, so I’m attempting to contact members of the forum to see 
if they’d still be interested in pursing that. On Friday, I attended Commissioner Robbins 
Take Back the Night Meeting. I’d like to commend her for all the work she’s done thus 
far and I’m really looking forward to helping her in any way I can. Other than that, I 
attended the University’s Town Hall meeting, which was interesting to say the least, and 
I’ve been meeting with my awesome intern Jamie, who’s covering for me tonight. I hope 
you all have a good week. End of report. 
 
Tim Vonville, Off Campus L ife  
Good evening everybody. It’s been a pretty busy week for everyone in the OCL. Well, 
we are finally reaching zero hour with the Halloween situation. Next Monday at 7:30 in 
the Council Chambers across for the Parking garage on Washington Street, the council 
will give its final reading of the ordinance, which includes the proposal to fence in and 
charge admission to next years Halloween. An immediate vote should happen after this 
step. In preparation each senator has been emailing council members to reassert the 
stance of the senate and student population at large. I trust that each of you received my 
email with attached names and contact information of all members of council. If you 
have time this week, please try and speak to or contact these representative to let them 



know how you feel both as a member of the Athens community and as a student senator. 
This last push is very important. In addition to these measures, I spoke with some leaders 
of other constituency groups in order to rally their support. It seems as if not one person I 
have talked to, besides those that actually wrote the ordinance, have one good thing to 
say about its possible implications. So, I have one more request to ask of all my fellow 
senators. Please try and attend next Monday nights meeting to show your opposition. If 
you have anything to say, make your voice heard. This is our chance to change potential 
policy in Athens and actively represent our student voice. 
 
On the other side of OCL affairs, I met with Jim Hintz last week to discuss a variety of 
issues. The most pertinent of these revolved around the study of student off campus 
education. In the next few weeks I hope that the OCL can formulate some ideas and 
stances on this concern. Whether it’ s a class, better communication or more 
programming, something must be done to help inform students of problems they may 
face moving off campus as well as their responsibilities as a citizen of Athens. Until Next 
time. End of Report. 
 
Chr is Diehl, Residence L ife 
Good evening all.  Senator Noble is still awaiting word on the Halloween Fee 
Implementation Team meetings.  Senator Smith is continuing to work on updating our 
rules so that we can have electronic voting this spring.  She plans to wrap up her research 
within the next week or so.  She, Senator Golby, and I also took part in the lighting walk 
this past Sunday. 
 
Senator Kostiha is set to meet with Chief of Staff Gargulio this Friday to discuss the 
dining hall petition.  Her new target date is Sat. Feb. 24. Senator Finical has arranged to 
have Dean Hogan come and give a presentation to Senate about the Implementation of 
the new alcohol policy on Feb. 14. 
 
Senator Golby and Senator Pollard are gathering contact info from tRAC and the 
Learning Communities about hall councils and classes we can visit to give a presentation 
on the Student Trustee Selection Committee. 
 
Interns Catie, Jen, and Joni are doing research on MAC and Peer Institutions’  Athletic 
programs and their respective budgets.  They are also looking into the specifics of Title 
IX and statistics regarding the number of institutions currently in compliance, as well as 
the penalties associated with non-compliance. 
 
On Sunday, I met with Senator Cataline and Commissioner Heery to draft preliminary 
survey questions for the Semesters v. Quarters issue.  I also met with Senator Bell and 
helped to draft the Athletic Cuts resolution that is before you this evening.  In other news, 
we’ re trying to schedule a meeting with Barb Harrison to discuss disability room 
selection. End of report. 
 
Rob Redd, State &  Federal Affairs 
 



Tyler  Gattermeyer , Student Activities 
Hello everyone.  I apologize for my absence tonight, but as most of you are aware, 
tonight is the last night of interviews for those organizations seeking funding for spring 
quarter.  Interviews started on Sunday and besides some minor obstacles regarding room 
reservations, they have progressed rather smoothly.  I look forward to updating you on 
the outcome of this quarter’s funding decisions and hope you all have a fun, safe sibs 
weekend.  End of report. 
 
Amanda Roder , University L ife 
 
Lee Robbins, Women’s Affairs 
This week Take Back the Night has again been the primary focus of my commission.  
Our next planning meeting is going to be on Wednesday at 5:00 p.m. in Baker.  Let me 
know if you want to come. 
 
Senators Cataline, Commissioner Wemer and I finalized the questions today for the 
survey for the Semesters vs. Quarters committee; the committee is continuing to meet 
regularly and working diligently on this project. 
 
This past week I was included on the committee to develop the Provost’s class on 
Women in Leadership, which discussed the format and content of this class as well as 
possible visiting speakers and other goals of the class. 
 
I have also been assisting with the selection of the Assistant Director of Career Services, 
The Vagina Monologues, and other women’s programming on campus as well as 
continuing our work with future women’s health initiatives. 
 
Finally, I want to thank all of you that were able to make it out on a freezing Sunday 
evening for the lighting walk.  Don’ t forget I want your reports of your findings 
submitted to either my mailbox or by e-mail by this Sunday, the 11 so that we may write 
a resolution reporting our findings. Enjoy the rest of the week. End of report.  

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Commissioner  Heery: The tabling of the budget resolution last week led to the 
resolution going back to the committee where it was re-voted upon. 5-1 was in favor of 
removing the resolution, and so I am revoking my sponsorship of the resolution, thus 
removing it from Old Business.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 
There was no old business. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Sen. Res. 0607-26 
 

A RESOLUTION CONDEMNING THE ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT’S VARSITY SPORTS CUTS  



 
1. Whereas: The Ohio University Athletic Department has recently cut funding for 4 varsity sports, Men’s  
2.   Swimming and Diving Men’s, Indoor and Outdoor Track, and Women’s Lacrosse, and 
3. Whereas: This decision was made with no student input or consultation, and 
4. Whereas: The Athletic Department has not publicized a budget justification for the cuts, nor have they  
5.   released committee minutes and memoranda related to the decision, and  
6. Whereas: The University constantly espouses shared governance and transparency, 
7. Resolved: That the Ohio University Student Senate does not support the decision of the Athletic  
8.   Department to eliminate the four varsity teams and condemns the lack of student input in the  
9.   decision making process, and further be it 
10. Resolved: That Student Senate disapproves of the unprofessional manner in which the situation was  
11.   handled, specifically the limiting of discussion at the Town Hall Meeting on January 26,2007,  
12.   and further be it 
13. Resolved: That Senate requests the Athletic Department present to them a budget justification for the  
14.   cuts, as well as a budget analysis of all considered alternatives; along with all memoranda and  
15.   meeting minutes pertaining to the decisions by February 19, 2007, and further be it 
16. Resolved: That copies of this resolution be sent to, but not limited to: Mr. Kirby Hocutt, Director of  
17.   Athletics, Dr. Roderick McDavis, President of Ohio University, Mr.  Robert Andrey, Associate  
18.   Athletic Director for Business and Internal Operations, Mr. William Smith, Executive Assistant  
19.   to the President, Mr. Glenn Corlett, Dean of the College of Business, Dr. Alan Gieger, Special  
20.   Assistant to the President and Secretary to the Board of Trustees, Dr. R. Gregory Browning,  
21.   Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Mr. William Decatur, Vice President for Administration and  
22.   Finance, Dr. Kent Smith, Vice President of Student Affairs, Dr. Phyllis Bernt, Chair, Faculty  
23.   Senate, Ms. Michaela Hahn-Lawson, President of SAAC, Mr. Doug Bolon, Chairman of the  
24.   Intercollegiate Athletics Committee, Mr. Greg Werner, Head Men’s Swimming and Diving  
25.   Coach, Mr. Clay Calkins, Head Men’s Track and Field Coach, Ms. Allison Valentino, Head  
26.   Women’s Lacrosse Coach 

 
Sponsors: Mr. Matt Bell 

Senator At-Large 
 
Mr. Chris Diehl 
Commissioner for Residence Life 
 
Mr. Tim Vonville 
Commissioner for Off-Campus Life 
 
Mr. Bob Redd 
Commissioner for State & Federal Affairs  
 
Mr. Michael Adeyanju 
Commissioner for Black Affairs  
 
Ms. Kat Allen 
Senator At-Large 
 
Mr. Mark Skirtich 
Senator At-Large  
 
Ms. Amanda Estok 
Commissioner for City and Council Affairs 
 
Mr. Tyler Gattermeyer 
Commissioner for Student Activities  
 
Mr. Aaron Golby 



Senator for East Green 
 
Mr. Will Wemer 
Commissioner for LGTB Affairs 
 
Mr. Steve Parish 
Senator for College of Arts and Sciences 
 
Ms. Gabrielle Smith 
Senator for South Green 
 
Mr. Patrick Heery 
Commissioner for Academic Affairs 
 
Ms. Meg Sanderson 
Senator At-Large 
 
Ms. Meghan Hanrahan 
Senator At-Large 
 
Mr. Zach Noble 
Senator for South Green 
 
Ms. Amanda Roder 
Commissioner for University Life 
 
Ms. Jayme Feldman 
Senator for Honors Tutorial College  

 
Motion to suspend reading. Motion passes. 
 
Senator  Bell: I’ ve been lied to; student athletes have been lied to. I, among others have 
been told that swimming would not be cut. We committed to four years, now against our 
will swimming has been cut; along with Men’s Diving, Men’s Track and Field and 
Lacrosse. This is not right. Athletes of those teams have been betrayed by the university. 
There has been a budget problem here since 2002, and this was not shared with students. 
This is unethical treatment.  The athletic department continued to recruit athletes despite 
the fact that funding was a problem and they knew they would have to make cuts. The 
athletic director knew about these problems. There was no mention of problems at all 
until the cuts. We were left totally in the dark. This is a major ethical problem here. 
Thirdly, there hasn’ t been an explanation of any other options. The committee who made 
the decision did not have a member of any of these sports. There have been no attempts 
to clarify any other solutions. At no point were any of the teams instructed to do 
fundraising, help out financially by asking from alumni or by doing team activities. 
Fourthly, there is yet to be a full clarification and justification. If this is purely business, 
there should be a public analysis of these figures. This sports cutting rampage has 
received state and national negative publicity. It will negatively affect athletic and student 
recruiting. Therefore, if we are to believe that this is a welcoming, open university as it 
claims to be, then this decision needs to be very seriously looked at. 
 



Commissioner  Diehl: We sympathize with all of these athletes. I cannot even begin to 
imagine their loss. The university’s actions since the announcement have added insult to 
injury. Of course decisions need to be made executively, but this is not one of them. This 
is a major policy shift for a major department. Secondly, this process was not at all 
transparent. Dr Smith, you said you prefer when individuals offer alternatives, but we 
can’ t do so without any idea that something is going on. What budgetary restraints were 
in place? This was all done behind closed doors. Finally, the handling of the meeting last 
Friday; in my opinion, Holcutt’s failure to explain was disappointing. Dr. Smith, we were 
disappointed, but your reasons were logical. Saying that executive decisions just have to 
be made is sub par. Our athletes and students deserve better. 
 
Commissioner  Vonville: How many times do we have to comment on or condemn 
policies made solely by executives? The emotional testimonies along with the poor 
excuses stress the detrimental effect felt by these students. We need to hold the 
administration responsible for giving legitimate answers without hiding behind Title IX. 
We must send a clear message to Cutler Hall. What our opposition needs is teeth, we 
need to respond strongly. This resolution is the first of many needed actions, but it is a 
good step. I’m tired of excuses.  
 
Commissioner  Redd: I’m very proud to support this. We have a duty to stand with these 
athletes on this issue. My heart goes out to these athletes. There’s not shared governance, 
help these athletes, take a stand for Student Senate. 
 
Commissioner  Roder : I’d like to amend Line 6. 
 
Motion for unanimous consent, motion passes.  
  

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
A. Athletic Affairs Committee 
Commissioner  Vonville: Given the fact that we just passed this resolution, Senator Bell 
along with myself and Commissioner Diehl have discussed creating an athletic 
committee to handle matters of these cuts, made up of Senate members and portions of 
the athletic committee. Three or more senators, representatives of the cut sports teams 
and current existing sports, and administrators from the athletic department.  The main 
point of this is to ask for accountability from those who made this decision.  
Senator  Bell: Adding on, there will also be two members from the student athlete 
advisory council. Basically the main purpose is to try and look at budget and alternatives, 
and things they could have done. We’d like to bring members of athletic community 
together. Not just cut sports. Next, another big point is that the communication between 
sports, students and administration needs to change. Hopefully with this committee, 
students will rally together and get answers from the administration. 
Commissioner  Wemer: In addition to members of committee, club sports will possibly 
be affected by NCAA sports. Maybe include a member of club sports on there too? 
Senator  Bell: Good idea, as long as everything balances out right. We should be able to 
do this with 11 voting members. 
Commissioner  Vonville: Great idea.  



Dr. Smith: I would ask for some consideration that we have a member of the Division of 
Student Affairs so there isn’ t a disconnect with the discussion.  
Commissioner  Vonville:  Can you give us a recommendation? 
Dr . Smith: Sure, by Friday. 
Commissioner  Wemer: I’m opposed to another administration position. Since it was a 
decision without student involvement, I’m opposed to a large chuck of administration 
involved.  
Senator  Feldmen: I do agree we need to make sure there isn’ t a disconnect. It’ s 
important that the administration is in touch with what the committee is about. I think the 
connection between the two working together is what we’ re looking for. Two wrongs 
don’ t make a right. 
Commissioner  Diehl: I second what Jayme said. An overload on the committee with one 
constituency group is not what we need. We don’ t what to turn around and do the same 
thing. 
Dr . Smith: I wouldn’ t have a problem if they were a non-voting member. It’ s just about 
connection for me. Just to make sure we’ re in the loop as well. 
Commissioner  Vonville: That would definitely give us another outlet.  
Senator  Bell: I agree, thanks for the advice.  
Commissioner  Heery: Will the committee also be looking at things that could be done to 
resurrect the teams? 
Commissioner  Vonville: Yes, that and preventing this from this happening again.  
 
 
B. Reservable Space and Free Speech Zones 
President Allen: Next, reservable space and free speech zones. I learned from Dr. Smith 
that they don’ t really review where these spaces are, but there’s never been a review of 
why these are the spaces (Howard Hall site, College Green). 
Dr . Smith: We don’ t do an annual review, and I’m surprised by this. Why haven’ t 
students looked at this? With the addition of the new Baker Center, traffic patterns have 
changed. We should look at locations.  
Commissioner  Wemer: From a historical perspective, the Howard Hall site is because 
of the John Edwards rally. It’ s an illogical space for a free speech zone. They were 
formed for the 2004 election season. It’s something that doesn’ t need to be reviewed 
annually, but every 2-3 years.  
President Allen: What about ping and south green? What about for student 
organizations? 
Dr . Smith: There are 22 spaces available; but only one where you don’ t have to be a 
student organization, by Memorial Auditorium. You just have to reserve it. I’ ll send a 
written explanation about what a free speech zone is. Officially we don’ t have free 
speech zones because the entire campus is one, but we do have reservable spaces to make 
sure there’s equal opportunity. For example, if you’ re having a basketball rally, you 
wouldn’ t want someone to walk through and disrupt. Another thing you should know is 
that at any time there’s an event for protest, for ex. Commencement which has been 
protested in the past, we provide an opportunity for anyone to protest anything they want 
to protest. One of the reasons universities have this is so that classes don’ t get disrupted. 
The university has to be reasonably restrictive. We have to have a reason to restrict.  



Commissioner  Vonville: There is information on the OU website about this.  
 

ROUNDTABLE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Commissioner  Diehl: Residence Life Commission, please see me after the meeting. 
Commissioner  Vonville: Just a reminder that Monday at 7:30pm at the City Building on 
Washington, please try to be at the city council meeting. Bring a lot of people!  
Also, Saturday, February 3rd, there will be a Habitat for Humanity benefit concert at the 
Blue Gator. The money collected will go to a collegiate trip to Indiana to rebuild houses. 
Senator  Bell: Thanks for passing the resolution tonight. I will be meeting with Allen 
Gieger who is the Assistant to the President, if you have any questions to ask him please 
meet with me after the meeting. I’m going to go a step further and send this resolution to 
senators of Ohio with a letter and I’m also taking it to Washington D.C. to our 
congressman Charles Wilson.  
Par liamentar ian Shuki: Sign up. We appreciate any sign ups! Please do come.  
President Allen: I will talk about our resolution with President McDavis tomorrow. If 
there is anything else, see me after meeting. There is a website that Mark Meccuum 
started about this issue. The University of Vermont reinstated their track team after it was 
cut. I encourage you to check that out. Also, Super bowl at my house on Sunday!  
 

ROLL CALL 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn. Motion passes. The meeting was adjourned at 8:30p.m. 
 

 
 


